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WHY  THIS  BOOK  CAME  TO  BE 

WRITTEN 
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During  the  Christmas  Season  of  1887  my  mother,  my 
brother  Edwin  and  I  were  guests  in  the  home  of 
Mother’s  sister  Effie,  Mrs.  William  E.  Morgan,  in  Aber¬ 
deen,  Maryland.  I  then  lacked  but  a  few  weeks  of  being 
six  years  old  and  Edwin  was  an  infant  in  arms.  There 
also,  as  a  guest  for  the  holidays,  was  my  grandfather, 
Mr.  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  then  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  That  was  the 
only  time  I  ever  saw  him,  but  so  profound  was  the  im¬ 
pression  that  he  made  upon  me  that  the  memories  of 
the  week  I  spent  in  his  company  are  still  clear  and 
pleasant  to  recall,  after  nearly  seventy-three  years. 
I  distinctly  remember  how  he  looked,  tall,  slightly 
stooped,  with  gray  eyes,  a  thin  suit  of  white  hair  and 
a  beard  moderately  long  and  shot  with  gray,  neat  in 
his  dress,  and  speaking  in  a  gentle  voice  that  somehow 
carried  farther  than  would  be  expected  by  one  who 
heard  it.  It  was  the  voice  of  one  accustomed  to  the 
exercise  of  authority  and  the  giving  of  orders,  which 
compelled  attention  without  exciting  resentment.  In 
brief,  he  had  what  aptly  has  been  called  “the  habit 
of  command.” 

I  recall  that  one  night  I  was  standing  at  a  table  and 
turning  the  pages  of  a  book  that  quite  probably  was  a 
history.  I  came  upon  a  picture  of  what  I  later  learned 
was  a  light  battery  of  field  artillery  in  action.  The 
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artillerymen  were  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  line  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  One 
soldier  was  ramming  home  a  charge  in  one  of  the  guns, 
while  the  guns  on  either  side  of  it  were  being  fired. 
Showing  the  picture  to  Grandfather  I  asked  him  what 
“the  man  with  the  long-handled  mop”  was  doing.  Then 
began  my  first  lesson  in  history.  When  it  was  finished  I 
knew  what  a  field  gun  was,  how  it  was  loaded  and  fired, 
what  each  soldier  did,  that  they  were  commanded  by 
a  man  called  General  George  Washington,  what  they 
were  shooting  at,  and  why.  The  seed  of  a  love  of  the 
study  of  history,  then  planted  in  my  young  mind  by  a 
truly  great  teacher,  has  influenced  my  entire  career. 
Grandfather  must  have  remembered  the  incident  too, 
for  his  present  to  me  the  following  Christmas  was  a 
little  muzzle-loading  brass  cannon. 

As  the  years  passed  and  I  learned  more  of  my 
maternal  grandfather  from  persons  who  knew  him  well 
I  came  to  realize  that  he  was  an  unusual  man,  one  of 
those  rare  characters  who  possess  the  elements  of  true 
greatness  and  are  still  content  to  dwell  in  comparative 
obscurity,  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  all  of  life’s 
obligations  are  being  fully  discharged  and  all  duties 
done,  with  no  thought  of  popular  applause  or  great 
material  reward. 

The  example  that  he  set  by  a  long,  unselfish  and 
useful  life  is  one  that  may  well  be  followed,  and  it  is 
with  this  thought  in  mind  that  this  sketch  is  written 
by  one  who,  though  indirectly  and  somewhat  remote¬ 
ly,  felt  the  influence  of  his  great  and  gallant  soul. 
There  are  now  living  less  than  a  dozen  persons  who 
knew  Mr.  Salter  personally  and  but  few  more  who 
ever  heard  of  him,  as  he  departed  this  life  more  than 
seventy  years  ago.  A  little  while  and,  if  no  memoir 
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such  as  this  is  made  available,  the  mention  of  his  name 
will  strike  no  responsive  chord  in  any  mind.  To  rescue 
his  memory  from  complete  oblivion  and  to  preserve 
for  his  posterity  the  inspiring  story  of  his  life  and  work, 
as  a  heritage  to  which  they  are  entitled,  is  the  principal 
purpose  of  this  little  book. 

This  is  not  a  definitive  biography;  indeed,  it  cannot 
properly  be  called  a  biography  at  all,  since  the  story  of 
Mr.  Salter’s  life  is  told  in  but  the  barest  outline.  Rather, 
it  is  a  collection  of  related  facts,  bound  together  by  that 
story  as  the  pearls  of  a  necklace  are  held  together  by  a 
golden  chain.  Mention  of  those  facts,  genealogical,  his¬ 
torical,  and  of  a  personal  nature,  with  supporting  cita¬ 
tions  of  authority,  is  made  with  the  hope  that  they  will 
serve  as  leads  for  anyone  who  may  be  interested  in  pur¬ 
suing  farther  any  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate. 

To  some  who  read  these  pages  it  may  seem  that  too 
much  space  has  been  devoted  to  Mr.  Salter’s  ancestry 
and  family  connections.  Any  work  on  the  subject  of 
genealogy  is  naturally  one  of  limited  appeal,  but  to 
those  within  the  limitations  imposed  that  appeal  is 
strong;  and  be  it  remembered  that  this  book  is  pri¬ 
marily  a  family  affair. 

Even  a  cursory  study  of  genetics  must  convince  one 
who  approaches  the  subject  with  a  mind  unclouded  by 
prejudice  or  superstition  that  what  we  are  pleased  to 
call  a  man’s  character  is,  after  all,  the  sum  total  of  the 
most  positive  characteristics  of  his  ancestors  of  the  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  eight  or  ten  generations.  Racially 
speaking,  he  may  be  the  sum  total  of  certain  of  the 
basic  and  most  positive  characteristics  of  his  ancestors 
since  the  beginning  of  the  development  of  the  human 
species;  so  that  while  it  may  be  true  that  “all  men  are 
equal  in  the  sight  of  God”  the  fact  remains  that  the 
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several  racial  groups  are  different ,  each  from  all  the 
others.  Res  ipsa  loquitur. 

In  short,  be  it  for  better  or  worse,  what  a  man  is 
when  he  begins  his  earthly  career  is  what  he  always 
will  be.  What  he  does  with  his  heritage  depends  upon 
his  environment  and  to  some  extent  upon  “the  shifting 
winds  of  circumstance.”  His  inherited  personal  charac¬ 
teristics  and  tendencies,  if  they  be  good,  may  be  de¬ 
veloped  in  a  favorable  environment  and  he  may  go  on 
to  great  accomplishment  or,  at  the  least,  to  a  normal 
and  satisfactory  career;  or,  if  his  environment  be  un¬ 
favorable  and  “Lady  Luck”  unkind,  those  characteris¬ 
tics  may  degenerate  and  his  life  be  one  of  disappoint¬ 
ment;  but  certain  it  is  that  men  gather  not  “grapes  of 
thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles”  and  if  the  inherited  charac¬ 
teristics  be  bad  then  there  is  trouble  ahead  that  can  be 
mitigated  only  by  restraint.  If  then,  one  is  fully  aware 
of  his  ancestral  heritage,  be  it  good  or  bad,  he  is  fore¬ 
warned  with  respect  to  both  his  responsibilities  and  his 
limitations;  and  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  he  who 
boasts  of  descent  from  ancestors  of  whom  he  has  proved 
himself  unworthy  proclaims  his  own  degeneracy. 

So  much  for  the  reasons  for  the  space  in  this  book 
devoted  to  Mr.  Salter’s  ancestry  and  family  connections. 
With  that  knowledge  in  mind  those  who  follow  the 
story  of  his  life  will  readily  see  that  he  ran  true  to 
form,  and  that  he  was 

“A  gentleman  well  bred  and  of  good  name.” 

Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter  was  a  “Tidewater  Vir¬ 
ginian,”  a  representative  of  that  type  of  people  that 
developed  in  the  area  where  the  earliest  Virginia  settle¬ 
ments  were  made,  along  the  shores  of  the  Janies,  York, 
Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers  and  the  Chesapeake 
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Bay,  whose  waters  were  thoroughfares  over  which 
travel  was  easy  and  communication  with  one’s  neigh¬ 
bors  less  difficult  than  by  land.  As  time  passed,  during 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  and  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth,  there  evolved  in  the  Tidewater 
section  that  distinct  breed  which  even  today  is  quickly 
recognized,  known  as  Tidewater  Virginians.  While  in 
Great  Britain  the  three  principal  ethnic  groups  that 
compose  the  native  population,  English,  Scotch  and 
Welsh,  are  still  largely  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
their  respective  homelands  and  are  easily  identifiable 
by  their  speech,  traits  and  usages,  in  Virginia  there 
was  an  early  and  complete  blending  of  those  elements, 
spiced  with  a  dash  of  Huguenot  immigration,  and  the 
result  was  a  unique  group  whose  nature  partook  of  all 
of  those  elements  but  wras  distinctly  different  from  any 
single  one.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  larger  class  of 
those  early  immigrants  who  formed  the  basis  of  the 
colony’s  population  and  whose  descendants,  by  the  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  were  known  and  referred 
to  as  Virginians,  rather  than  as  transplanted  Britons? 
Bishop  Meade,  in  his  Old  Churches,  etc.,  partly  answers 
the  question  in  these  words: 

“Some  of  the  best  families  of  England,  Ireland,  Scotland, 
and  France,  formed  at  an  early  period  a  large  part  of  that 
basis.  Noblemen  and  their  elder  sons  did  not  come  over; 
but  we  must  remember  how  many  of  the  younger  sons  of 
noblemen  were  educated  for  the  bar,  for  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession,  and  the  pulpit,  and  turned  adrift  on  the  world  to 
seek  their  own  living,  without  any  patrimony.  Some  of 
these,  and  many  more  of  their  enterprising  descendants, 
came  to  the  New  World,  especially  to  Virginia,  in  search 
of  fortune  and  honour,  and  found  them  here.” 

Whatever  faults  and  weaknesses  those  early  Tide- 
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water  Virginians  may  have  had,  if  judged  by  modern 
standards,  it  can  never  be  said  that  they  lacked  a  deep 
sense  of  civic  responsibility  and  a  capacity  for  govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  first  colonists  landed  at  Jamestown 
in  1607  they  brought  with  them  the  Common  Law  of 
England  and  the  usages  that  had  developed  with  it  in 
the  mother  country;  and  be  it  remembered  that  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  not  settled  by  refugees  and  malcontents  who 
had  fled  their  homeland,  but  by  loyal  British  subjects 
whose  purpose  was  the  expansion  of  the  Empire  and 
who  may  be  rightly  called  the  advance  guard  of  British 
culture,  law  and  government  in  the  New  World. 

On  June  19,  1619,  a  full  year  and  a  half  before  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock,  the  first 
legislative  assembly  ever  held  in  North  America  was 
convened  by  Sir  George  Yeardley,  Governor,  and  met 
at  Jamestown,  then  called  “James  Citty.”  That  date 
marks  the  birthday  of  the  American  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  by  representatives  of  the  people,  chosen  by  popu¬ 
lar  elections.  If  Jamestown  was,  as  Dr.  Lyon  G.  Tyler 
so  aptly  said,  “the  cradle  of  the  Republic,”  then  the 
area  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  “the  8  original 
shires”  into  which  the  Colony  was  divided  in  1634  was 
its  nursery,  for  it  was  there  that  the  idea  of  represen¬ 
tative  government,  brought  from  England  and  trans¬ 
lated  into  action  at  Jamestown,  was  developed  and 
eventually  came  to  maturity  at  Williamsburg  in  1776. 

Through  the  work  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  the 
County  Courts  of  the  Justices,  the  Vestries  of  the  Estab¬ 
lished  Church,  and  the  various  offices  of  the  Colony,  the 
system  developed  into  something  that  was  peculiarly 
Virginian.  Then  “At  a  General  Convention  of  Delegates 
and  Representatives ,  from  the  several  counties  and 
corporations  of  Virginia ,  held  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
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of  Williamsburg ,  on  Monday  the  6th  of  May ,  1776  ” 
the  tree  of  liberty  came  to  full  fruition.  On  May  15, 
1776,  was  adopted,  nemine  contradicente,  the  resolution 
to  “declare  the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent 
States,  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to,  or  dependence 
upon,  the  crown  or  parliament  of  Great  Britain.”  On 
June  12th  was  adopted  “A  Declaration  of  Rights”  that, 
with  inconsequential  amendments,  has  been  written 
into  the  fundamental  law  of  every  free  government 
established  since  that  day;  and  on  June  29th  was 
unanimously  adopted  “The  Constitution,  or  Form  of 
Government”  by  which  it  was  declared  that  “the 
government  of  this  country,  as  formerly  exercised 
under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ,  is  TOTALLY  DIS¬ 
SOLVED,”  and  the  fundamental  law  of  Virginia  as  a 
sovereign  State  was  established. 

The  form  of  government  that  the  delegates  to  that 
convention  created  was  not  a  democracy.  They  well 
knew  what  that  much-abused  and  overworked  word 
meant,  and  they  would  have  none  of  it.  What  they  did 
bring  into  being  was  a  representative  republican  gov¬ 
ernment,  functioning  under  a  written  constitution,  the 
first  in  recorded  history  and  what  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
after  years  described  as  “the  last,  best  hope  of  earth.” 
Its  degeneration  into  a  socialized  form  of  government 
functioning  in  a  mongrelized  society,  due  to  the  whole¬ 
sale  immigration  of  non-assimilable  elements,  mis- 
education,  political  apathy,  and  the  pursuit  of  material 
gain,  may  well  be  recorded  by  the  historian  of  the 
future  as  the  ultimate  political  tragedy  of  mankind. 

In  the  list  of  the  delegates  to  that  convention,  taken 
from  its  Journal,  are  the  following  kinsmen  and  family 
connections  of  Mr.  Salter,  whose  family  names  will  be 
frequently  referred  to  in  this  sketch:  Lewis  Burwell  of 


nslVn'N  si  cJ  armO  ioo&  'em  r  \A'S 


<oM  \o  Aii  •vAl  ^siama\t  no  ty.uAimoiiVi'M  \o 

.cl  (bM  nO  uoilfinl  llul  o)  ouibd  yJiad  l  io  'wtt  srl) 

■ 

n  /bmcf  jbui  bnr*  Beil  ^inojo  )  biimii  sell  o  sfojL  ot 
•) ;  f  ‘b»  0k{‘>  >  *;o  ot  tpjcifiigoiifi  lie  inoit  ta/ioada  c89i6ifc 
«0  ".niBJriH  )69'x0  in  insmaiheq  10  nwoii  jrli  fnoqu 
.tt'  U  "eiiigiH  o  noUaxdooCI  A"J&h'obr>  a&  r  il)  1  9nul 
iisiihv/  af^J  awi  faJxi0int:nr«rn8  Uunyu^sanoom  ritrw 
insnui  twog  smi  ytdv9  io  //si  Ittinem.bniil  aiii  olni 
2*w  rir»'£  sa  .l  no  bn*  ^vf.b  rr  rlr  soina  barteildates 
lo  imo'I  *ro  adT*  fcs^qofifi  ykuoniinBtiii 

orfi"  JsbjJj  b  iBiodb  tiw  Ji  c!o  dw  rin9frunovo0  J 

21CI  YvLIATOT  ai  riu&W\&  irotO  io  awoio  9ilt  wbms  | 

.b  >fidiidftj29  */>v/  aJiil8  namovoz 
Jfiili  oi  aoh  igpbh  srtl  mril  hreaunewiR  io  gnol-sfIT 
il9//  vodT  .vcMrpomdb  f»  ion  aov/  ;>•  :69<o  noi  novnoo  ( 

-vog  ncDilduqei  fwi6in32<nq9'i  c  26w  §ni9d  olai  grind 

Jiiarnorwog  'to  unoi  boxflBiooH  6  oim  uoinnonsgab  ail 
-oiodw  odl  oi  £>ub  ryi9ix)«  bdxiloignoin  b  ni  grunoiionnl 
-aim  ^uamoJb  oldalimiaes-rioa  o  iioifsigimmi  slsa 

^limsl  bxiB  nomaniM  gniwollol  9iii  bib  ,IsmuoI.  eii  moil 
lo  Hov/mil  aiwal  MoSste  airfi  ni  oi  bonoloi  ^ilnoiip9ii 


8 


Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter — A  Gentleman  and  a  Scholar 


Gloucester,  Archibald  Cary  of  Chesterfield,  Richard 
Cary  of  Warwick,  Wilson  Miles  Cary  of  Elizabeth  City, 
William  Harwood  of  Warwick,  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  of 
York,  and  John  S.  Wills  of  Isle  of  Wight. 

Now  that  I  have  told  why  this  book  came  to  be 
written,  and  why  it  contains  so  much  matter  that  may 
seem  irrelevant,  we  will  get  on  with  the  story. 
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T he  surname  of  Salter  is  an  English  family  name  and 
originated  from  the  ancient  guild  called  “The  Salter’s 
Company”  of  London.  Among  the  early  records  of  this 
company  is  a  deed  executed  in  1394,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  II,  by  which  a  royal  license  was  issued  to  “The 
Company  of  Salters  to  be  a  guild  in  honor  of  the  Body 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  Church  of  All  Saints, 
commonly  called  All  Hallows,  in  the  City  of  London.” 
As  the  name  appears  on  early  records  in  various  parts 
of  England  it  is  sometimes  spelled  Saulter,  Saltar,  and 
Salter,  the  last  of  which  is  the  generally  accepted  form. 

As  early  as  the  Thirteenth  Century  families  of  this 
name  were  to  be  found  in  a  number  of  the  English 
counties,  principally  Norfolk,  Norwich,  Suffolk  and 
Buckingham.  In  1423  William  Salter  was  the  owner 
of  an  estate  called  “Bokenhamis,”  where  for  more  than 
two  centuries  he  and  his  descendants  were  lords  of 
the  manor. 

Among  the  earliest  records  of  the  family  in  England 
are  the  names  of  John  le  Salter  of  Cambridgeshire  and 
Nygel  le  Salter  of  Wiltshire  in  1273;  Ralph  le  Salter 
of  the  time  of  Edward  the  First;  Thomas  le  Salter 
of  Somersetshire  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third; 
William  Salter  of  Yorkshire  in  1379;  William  Salter  in 
1423;  Walter  Salter  of  Norfolk  at  the  time  of  Richard 
the  Third;  Henry  Salter,  Sheriff  of  Norwich,  in  1524; 
and  John  Salter,  Mayor  of  Norwich,  in  1655.1 
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The  family  was  of  the  social  class  generally  referred 
to  as  the  “Landed  Gentry”  and  their  Arms  and  Crest, 
as  described  in  Burke's  General  Armory ,  edition  of 
1878,  and  in  Armorial  Families ,  Edinburgh,  1895,  are: 

Arms. — “Gules,  ten  billets  or,  four,  three,  two,  and  one,  a 
border  engrailed  argent  charged  with  fifteen  hurts 
and  torteaux  alternately.” 

Crest. —  “A  cock’s  head  couped  gules,  combed  and  wattled 
or,  charged  on  the  neck  with  four  billets  gold.” 

These  are  the  Arms  recorded  in  The  College  of  Arms 
and,  it  is  said,  are  those  borne  by  the  first  immigrants 
of  the  name  of  Salter  who  came  to  Virginia,  from  the 
Counties  of  Suffolk  and  Buckingham. 

Though  the  male  line  of  this  name  has  for  many 
years  been  extinct  in  Virginia,  the  family  is  still  numer¬ 
ous  in  England  and  many  of  its  members  have  had 
distinguished  careers,  among  them  being  the  noted 
British  Economist,  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Salter,  a  member 
of  Parliament  and  Professor  of  Political  Theory  and 
Institutions  at  Oxford  University. 
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Members  of  the  Salter  family  became  interested  in 
the  Colony  of  Virginia  at  an  early  date.  Among  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  London  Company  listed 
in  the  Second  Charter,  dated  May  23,  1609,  is  that  of 
Nicholas  Salter  of  County  Kent,2  who  as  Sir  Nicholas 
Salter,  qualified  as  Administrator  c.t.a.  of  the  estate  of 
George  Tucker  of  Milton,  next  Gravesend,  on  July  1, 
1630. 3 

The  first  person  bearing  the  name  of  Salter  who  is 
known  to  have  come  to  Virginia  was  a  little  girl  whose 
parents  “died  on  the  voyage”  as  did  so  many  others 
who  left  the  British  Isles  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the 
new  land.  The  Muster  of  1625  of  Captain  Roger  Smith, 
of  “Smith’s  Plantation”  in  what  is  now  Surry  County, 
includes  this  item:  “Elizabeth  Salter,  aged  7  years, 
came  in  the  Seaflower.”  Captain  Roger  Smith’s  wife 
was  the  widow  of  John  Rolfe,  who  is  best  known  as  the 
husband  of  Pocahontas  and  who  was  slain  in  the  Indian 
Massacre  of  1622.  We  have  no  other  record  of  Elizabeth 
Salter,  but  the  presumption  is  that  she  was  reared  in 
the  Smith  household,  with  the  other  children  who  were 
cared  for  there,  one  of  whom  was  Elizabeth  Rolfe,  the 
daughter  of  John  Rolfe,  who  was  born  in  1621. 

The  first  known  male  immigrants  of  the  name  of 
Salter  who  came  to  Virginia  were  Robert  Salter,  who 
settled  in  what  was  then  known  as  Charles  River  Coun¬ 
ty,  later  as  York  County,  in  1639  and  a  second  Robert 
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Salter  who  also  came  to  York  County  ten  years  later, 
both  of  whom  received  patents  or  grants  for  land  in 
that  county.4 

There  is  a  tradition,  long  current  in  the  Salter 
family,  that  there  was  another  comparatively  early 
immigrant,  William  Salter,  who  was  a  Major  in  the 
army  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  in  the  ill-fated  re¬ 
bellion  of  1685  and  who,  after  the  Battle  of  Sedgemoor, 
escaped  “the  Bloody  Assizes”  held  by  Chief  Justice 
Jeffreys,  joined  his  relatives  in  Virginia,  and  settled  in 
Surry  County  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bacon’s  Castle. 
This  story  is  not  supported  by  any  record  that  I  have 
seen,  and  I  have  made  no  effort  to  locate  any  such,  but, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  handed  down  in 
direct  line,  has  persisted  for  so  long,  and  has  always 
been  regarded  as  true  by  members  of  the  family,  it 
seems  worthy  of  belief. 

The  descendants  of  those  early  immigrants  were 
soon  found  in  large  numbers  in  the  counties  of  York, 
Surry,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Southampton.  Though  none 
of  them  appear  to  have  had  distinguished  careers  or 
occupied  positions  of  prominence,  the  records  of  the 
colonial  period  show  that  they  were  stable  citizens, 
loyal  to  the  Crown,  to  Virginia,  and  to  the  Established 
Church,  rendering  service  where  it  was  needed  and 
leading  respectable  though  uneventful  lives  in  quiet 
dignity. 

William  Salter  was  Clerk  of  the  Vestry  of  South- 
warke  Parish,  Surry  County,  on  April  18,  1751, 5  and 
The  Virginia  Gazette  later  carried  a  notice  that  “Mr. 
William  Salter  of  Surry  County  died  March  12,  1779.”' 

The  Vestry  Book  of  Newport  Parish,  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  containing  entries  from  early  in  1724  to  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1771,  shows  the  name  of  William  Salter  as 
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a  member  of  the  vestry  and  further  that  the  children 
of  William  and  Ann  Salter  were:  Sarah,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1741;  Edward,  born  April  26,  1743;  William, 
born  March  19,  1744;  and  Mary,  born  February  29, 
1 748. 7 

The  “Surry  Census”  of  1782,  listing  the  “Heads  of 
Families,”  includes  the  name  of  William  Salter  and 
shows  four  white  persons,  members  of  his  family,  and 
eight  Negro  slaves.  This  William  Salter,  whose  will 
was  probated  in  1799,  was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Surry 
County  and  on  November  12,  1792,  was  a  member  of 
the  Commission  to  appoint  a  Presidential  Elector  for 
the  District.8 

The  records  of  the  War  Department  in  Washington, 
copies  of  which  are  in  the  Virginia  State  Library  in 
Richmond,  show  that  John  Salter  and  Robert  Salter  of 
York  County,  and  Samuel  Salter  of  Isle  of  Wight  Coun¬ 
ty,  all  served  as  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Continental 
Line  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.9  Tradition  hath 
it  that  this  Robert  Salter  was  the  father  of  William 
Hortensius  Salter,  who  was  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 
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Due  to  the  paucity  of  records  and  the  mutations  that 
come  with  the  passage  of  time  William  Hortensius 
Salter  looms  through  the  mists  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  as  a  somewhat  shadowy  figure.  I  have  a  portrait 
of  him,  made  about  the  year  1810,  which  bears  the 
legend  “Wm.  Hortensius  Salter — born  February  13th 
1787.”  This  portrait  belonged  to  my  mother,  who  had 
it  from  her  father,  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter.  We  have 
no  written  record  of  his  parentage,  but  my  mother, 
his  granddaughter,  always  understood  that  he  was  the 
son  of  Robert  Salter  of  York  County,  the  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph. 
Certain  it  is  that  he  was  of  the  then  numerous  family 
of  Salters  whose  members  were  to  be  found  in  the 
counties  of  York,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Surry.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  a  more  thorough  search  of  the  records  of  those 
counties  than  I  have  been  able,  or  thought  it  necessary, 
to  make,  would  shed  light  on  this  subject. 

Tradition  further  tells  us  that  he  was  taught  by 
private  tutors  in  his  early  days  and  later  attended 
Hampden-Sydney  College.  The  fact  that  he  was  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  clergyman  and  a  good  Latin  scholar  would 
seem  to  lend  support  to  this  thought.  The  records  of 
Hampden-Sydney  College  are  of  no  help  here,  but  that 
is  not  conclusive  because,  as  my  good  friend  P.  Tulane 
Atkinson,  an  officer  of  that  venerable  institution,  tells 
me  in  a  letter  of  October  1,  1958,  “It  would  appear  that 
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WILLIAM  HORTENSIUS  SALTER 

From  a  pen  portrait  done  in  colors,  artist  unknown,  in 
the  author’s  possession.  Circa ,  1810. 
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scant  attention  in  those  years  (Dr.  Cushing’s  time  as 
President)  was  paid  to  the  keeping  of  records.” 

The  earliest  written  record  that  we  have  of  the 
doings  of  William  Hortensius  Salter  is  a  copy  of  his 
Marriage  Bond,  dated  “this  12th  day  of  July  1810,” 
found  in  York  County  Marriage  Bonds  &  Consents,  1772- 
1849,  Part  2,  and  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.  The  “N.  Taylor”  whose  name  appears  as 
surety  on  this  bond  was  Captain  Nathaniel  Taylor  of 
“Taylor’s  Neck,”  York  County,  who  finished  his  course 
at  William  and  Mary  College  in  July,  1810,  and 
married  Mildred  Cary  Wills,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Matthew  Wills  and  Lucy  Jones  (Wills),  on  August  25, 
1822. 

The  Dorothy  Moss  mentioned  in  the  marriage  bond 
and  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Hortensius  Salter 
was  born  Dorothy  Hewitt.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
the  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt  and  Elizabeth  Burwell 
(Hewitt),  the  daughter  of  James  Burwell  of  King’s 
Creek,  York  County.10 

The  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt  was  Rector  of  Hun- 
gar’s  Parish  from  1761  until  his  death  in  17 74. 11 
Elizabeth  Burwell  Hewitt  later  married  Col.  Edward 
Harwood  of  Warwick  County,  a  widower,  by  whom  she 
had  several  children,12  one  of  whom  was  the  John  R. 
Harwood  who  later  lived  in  Norfolk  and  was  the  writer 
of  the  letters  over  that  name  which  appear  in  the 
Appendix. 

Dorothy  Hewitt  first  married  John  Moss,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  Catherine,  of  whom 
more  later.  The  will  of  John  Moss  was  admitted  to 
probate  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  York  County  Court 
on  June  18,  1804, 13  and  a  copy  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.  So  it  appears  that  when  Dorothy  Hewitt 
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Moss  married  William  Hortensius  Salter  she  was  a 
widow  with  one  child  and  his  senior  by  at  least  13 
years;  also  that,  thanks  to  the  will  of  John  Moss,  she 
was  possessed  of  a  rather  substantial  estate. 

The  letters  written  to  William  Hortensius  Salter  by 
Benjamin  Grigsby,  Jno.  R.  Harwood,  and  Dorothy 
Salter,  all  of  which  are  in  my  possession  and  copies  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  are  interesting, 
as  they  both  furnish  us  with  factual  information  and 
tell  us  much  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  man. 

The  letter  signed  “B  Grigsby”  is  especially  interest¬ 
ing.  The  writer  was  Benjamin  Grigsby  who  was  born 
in  Orange  County,  Virginia,  on  September  18,  1770. 
He  attended  old  Liberty  Hall  Academy,  the  precursor 
of  Washington  &  Lee  University,  and  was  the  first  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  in  what  was  then 
known  as  “the  borough  of  Norfolk,”  in  1802.  He  was 
the  father  of  Hugh  Blair  Grigsby,  who  will  be  referred 
to  later.  He  died  on  October  6,  1810,  in  Norfolk,  a 
victim  of  yellow  fever.14 

As  previously  said,  the  Jno.  R.  Harwood  who  was  the 
writer  of  the  letters  to  William  Hortensius  Salter  was 
a  younger  half-brother  of  Dorothy  Hewitt-Moss-Salter 
and  for  her  and  her  daughter  Catherine  he  evidently 
had  a  high  regard.  In  his  letter  of  November  23,  1810, 
he  speaks  of  Dorothy  as  “my  dear  Sister”  and  in  the 
one  of  March  31,  1811,  he  makes  reference  to  “My  dear 
Sister  (your  wife),”  and  always  mentions  Catherine 
in  terms  of  genuine  affection. 

Nearly  all  of  the  facts  of  the  life  of  William  Hor¬ 
tensius  Salter  that  we  can  be  sure  of  must  be  gleaned 
from  the  letters  written  to  him  by  Benjamin  Grigsby, 
Jno.  R.  Harwood,  and  Dorothy  Salter.  Though  yellowed 
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by  age  and  so  fragile  that  they  will  easily  break  when 
touched,  they  are  nevertheless  clearly  legible. 

From  those  letters  it  appears  that  William  Ilortensius 
Salter’s  evident  desire  to  both  preach  and  teach  in 
Norfolk  was  Finally  gratified,  at  least  temporarily.  From 
the  letter  written  by  Dorothy  Salter  and  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1812,  we  learn  that  he  was  then  in  Norfolk, 
though  not  particularly  pleased  by  the  circumstances 
of  his  situation  there,  and  that  he  was  in  need  of  funds, 
which  she  supplied  to  the  extent  of  her  limited  means. 

That  he  both  preached  and  taught  in  Norfolk  we 
learn  from  the  diary  of  one  who  was  doubtless  regarded 
in  after  years  as  his  most  distinguished  pupil,  Hugh 
Blair  Grigsby,  son  of  the  Benjamin  Grigsby  who  wrote 
the  letter  of  August  8,  18 10. 15 

The  following  quotation  is  taken  from  that  diary: 

“My  next  school  was  kept  by  ...  a  Presbyterian  Clergy¬ 
man  named  Salter,  with  whom  I  entered  upon  a  study  of 
Latin.  I  must  have  had  some  ambition  to  be  distinguished 
in  letters,  as  I  well  remember  I  used  to  look  over  the  Latin 
grammar  before  I  was  set  to  study  it,  and  when  I  could 
not  have  been  more  than  seven  years  old  Mr.  Salter,  oc¬ 
casionally  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  Church;  and  when 
on  one  occasion  he  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer ,  I  was  so 
pleased  in  recognizing  an  old  acquaintance  with  which 
my  lips  had  been  familiar  since  they  began  to  articulate 
sounds,  that,  seeing  him  next  day  at  our  house,  I  presented 
him  with  a  gilt-headed  cane,  which  was  my  most  valued 
possession,  and  which  he  accepted.  .  .  .” 

Hugh  Blair  Grigsby  attended  Yale  College  and  was, 
at  various  times,  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of 
Delegates,  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1829-30,  President  of  The  Virginia  His¬ 
torical  Society  (1870),  Chancellor  of  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary  (1871),  and  was  noted  as  an  orator, 
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editor  and  publicist.  He  established  and  endowed  the 
“Chancellor  Scholarship”  at  William  and  Mary  and 
was  a  benefactor  of  the  College  in  many  ways.  He  died 
at  his  home  “Edgehill”  in  Charlotte  County,  Virginia, 
on  April  28,  1881. 

As  Dr.  Grigsby  was  born  on  November  22,  1806,  and 
was  seven  years  of  age  when  he  entered  Mr.  Salter’s 
school,  the  year  would  be  1813,  and  this  fixes  Mr. 
Salter’s  whereabouts  and  tells  us  something  of  his 
doings  at  that  time. 

On  June  24,  1814,  William  Hortensius  Salter  was 
again  in  York  Town,  as  we  learn  from  the  letter  to 
him  from  Jno.  R.  Harwood  of  that  date,  addressed  to 
“Wm.  H  Salter  Esqr  York  Town  Va.”  What  caused  the 
return  to  York  Town  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  may 
have  been  the  allure  of  the  comfortable  home  that 
Dorothy  Salter  owned  there,  thanks  again  to  the  will 
of  the  provident  John  Moss,  or  it  may  have  been  due  to 
the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  in  Norfolk  brought 
about  by  the  War  of  1812.  The  following  extract  from 
the  diary  of  Hugh  Blair  Grigsby,  referred  to  above, 
sheds  some  light  on  that  situation:10 

“From  June  1812  to  1815  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
raged,  and  as  Norfolk  was  easily  accessible  to  hostile  fleets, 
a  large  army  was  soon  collected  there  from  various  parts 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  to  guard  the  town.  A  large 
British  fleet  soon  entered  Hampton  Roads  and  threatened 
Norfolk.  A  detachment  from  the  ships  burned  the  Pleasure 
House  in  Princess  Anne;  and  afterwards  assailed  Craney 
Island  from  which  they  were  repelled  with  much  loss.  Day 
after  day  an  attack  was  expected  in  Norfolk.  The  soldiers 
were  kept  ready  for  action.  Large  embankments  were 
thrown  up  on  the  north  and  west  lines  of  the  town;  Fort 
Nelson  and  Fort  Norfolk  guarded  access  to  the  port,  aided 
by  the  frigate  Constellation  at  anchor  between  them.” 
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Foiled  in  their  attack  on  Craney  Island,  the  British 
turned  to  Hampton,  across  Hampton  Roads  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  and  on  June  23,  1813,  landed  a  force  of  2,500  men 
there  who  captured,  sacked  and  burned  the  town.  The 
conduct  of  the  British  soldiers  and  sailors  on  that  oc¬ 
casion  constitutes  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  episodes 
in  British  military  history.17 

We  may  assume,  I  think,  that  the  abnormal  con¬ 
ditions  in  Norfolk,  due  to  the  war,  accounted  in  large 
part  for  the  lack  of  success  that  attended  Mr.  Salter’s 
work  there  as  teacher  and  preacher.  People  living  in  a 
city  that  is  being  constantly  threatened  with  destruc¬ 
tion  by  a  powerful  and  cruel  enemy  are  naturally  more 
interested  in  being  protected  than  instructed,  more 
mindful  of  survival  now  than  of  salvation  in  an  un¬ 
certain  future.  In  1813  there  were  many  people  still 
living  in  Norfolk  who  remembered  the  burning  of  the 
city  in  1776. 

Another  circumstance  that  may  have  had  some  in¬ 
fluence  when  the  decision  to  return  to  York  Town  was 
made  was  the  fact  that  the  Salters  were  expecting 
the  arrival  of  their  first  child  within  a  few  months. 
Naturally,  Dorothy  Salter  wanted  that  event  to  take 
place  when  she  was  among  her  old  friends  and  in  her 
own  home. 

Whatever  the  reason,  William  Hortensius  Salter  was 
back  in  York  Town  in  1814  and,  so  far  as  we  know, 
remained  there  until  his  untimely  death.  We  are  not 
sure  of  the  exact  date.  His  name  appears  on  the  list  of 
“White  Tithes”  of  York  County  for  the  year  1814  and 
that  is  the  latest  record  of  him  that  I  have  discovered. 

So  much  for  William  Hortensius  Salter,  a  shadowy 
and  somewhat  pathetic  figure.  From  the  information 
available,  we  must  conclude  that  he  was  a  well  edu- 
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cated,  ambitious  young  man  who  lived  in  a  time  and 
in  an  environment  to  which  he  could  never  adjust 
himself.  Life  in  a  period  that  witnesses  the  end  of  one 
era  and  the  beginning  of  another  is  always  beset  by 
many  difficulties.  There  was  little  demand  for  what  he 
had  to  offer  and  the  result  was  frustration  and  disap¬ 
pointment.  He  died  young  and  was  soon  forgotten. 
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DOROTHY  HEWITT  SALTER 

From  a  Profile  done  by  Martha  Honeywell,  in  the 
author’s  possession.  Circa ,  1810. 
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So  far  we  have  mentioned  only  the  paternal  ancestry 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Now  let  us  turn  to  the 
distaff  side.  As  we  have  seen,  Dorothy  Salter  was  born 
about  1773,  the  youngest  of  the  four  daughters  of 
the  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt  and  Elizabeth  Burwell 
(Hewitt).  After  the  death  of  the  Reverend  Richard 
Hewitt  in  1774  her  mother  married  Col.  Edward  Har¬ 
wood,  a  widower,  of  Warwick  County,  and  Dorothy 
was  brought  up  in  the  Harwood  home  along  with  the 
several  children  who  came  later,  among  them  the  Jno. 
R.  Harwood  who  afterwards  lived  in  Norfolk. 

Elizabeth  Burwell  (Hewitt)  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Burwell  of  King’s  Creek,  York  County,1 8  who  was 
the  son  of  Nathaniel  Bacon  Burwell  and  the  grandson 
of  James  Burwell,  Gentleman,  of  York  County.11  This 
last-mentioned  James  Burwell  was  elected  as  a  delegate 
for  York  County  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  the 
session  which  began  in  1715.  He  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  House  and  was  evidently  highly  regarded, 
being  appointed  to  serve  on  many  important  commit¬ 
tees  and  frequently  designated  as  liaison  officer  between 
the  House  of  Burgesses  and  the  Governor’s  Council. 
The  record  shows  that  he  last  attended  on  May  30, 
1718,  when  the  House  was  prorogued  to  a  later  date, 
and  further  that  he  departed  this  life  before  the  session 
reconvened  on  November  22nd. '°  His  will,  according  to 
the  Act  referred  to  above,  was  dated  September  6,  1718. 
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Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter — A  Gentleman  and  a  Scholar 


From  here  the  line  of  Dorothy  Salter  runs  directly 
back  to  Major  Lewis  Burwell  of  Carter’s  Creek  in  Glou¬ 
cester  County,  who  was  the  first  immigrant  of  the  name 
to  come  to  Virginia  and  is  regarded  as  the  progenitor 
of  the  Burwell  family  that  shortly  became  both  numer¬ 
ous  and  influential.  He  was  descended  from  the  ancient 
family  of  Burwells  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and 
Northampton  in  England.21  He  died  in  1658. 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  Major  Lewis  Burwell  other 
members  of  the  family  came  early  to  Virginia,  viz.: 
Francis  Burwell,  William  Burwell,  George  Burwell, 
Elizabeth  Burwell  and  Lewis  Burwell,  who  came  in 
1648,  Robert  Burwell  who  came  in  1652,  and  another 
Robert  Burwell  who  came  in  1654,  all  referred  to  as 
having  been  “brought  over  by  Lewis  Burwell,  Gent.”22 

The  second  Lewis  Burwell,  son  of  Major  Lewis 
Burwell,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  as 
the  delegate  from  Jamestown  in  1698, 23  and  it  was  this 
Lewis  Burwell  who  was  the  father  of  nine  daughters 


with  one  of  whom  Governor  Francis  Nicholson  became 
so  infatuated  that,  when  his  suit  for  her  hand  was 
denied,  he  swore  with  a  mighty  oath  that  “he  would 
cut  the  throats  of  three  men  if  the  lady  should  marry 
any  other  but  himself — viz.:  the  bridegroom,  the  offici¬ 
ating  minister,  and  the  justice  who  issued  the  license.”24 

Further  reference  to  the  Burwell  family  is  not 
deemed  necessary.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  for  a  full  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  years  following  the  coming  of  Major 
Lewis  Burwell  the  family  exerted  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  social,  economic,  political,  and  military  life 
of  Virginia.  As  members  of  the  Governor’s  Council,  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses,  of  the  County  Courts,  as  Vestry¬ 
men,  and  as  soldiers  when  needed,  they  rendered 
conspicuous  service  to  the  Colony,  and  later  to  the 
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Dorothy  Hewitt  Salter 
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Commonwealth  in  its  early  years.  The  reference  books 
contain  much  information  about  the  Burwells,  avail¬ 
able  to  all  who  may  be  interested.  A  highly  informative 
account  of  the  family,  both  in  England  and  in  Virginia, 
is  found  in  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Lineages  of 
America. 
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THE  REVEREND  RICHARD  HEWITT 
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Of  the  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt,  the  father  of  Dorothy 
Salter,  vve  know  but  little  and  I  have  made  no  effort 
to  discover  more.  It  is  enough  for  present  purposes  to 
say  that  he  was  a  duly  ordained  member  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Anglican  Church,  sent  to  Virginia  by  the  Bishop 
of  London  about  the  year  1750,  and  that  he  did  effective 
work  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church  and  the  Colony  until 
his  death  in  1774.  From  the  scant  references  to  him 
that  are  available  it  is  evident  that  he  enjoyed  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  parishioners  and  that  he 
definitely  was  not  of  that  class  of  clergymen  who  came 
to  Virginia  and  conducted  themselves  in  ways  that  did 
the  Established  Church  much  harm. 

We  have  at  hand  one  record  that  shows  conclusively 
that  the  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt  had  a  mind  of  his 
own  and  did  not  hesitate  to  “stand  up  and  be  counted” 
in  a  time  of  crisis.  At  a  convocation  held  at  William 
and  Mary  College  in  1771  the  question  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  American  Bishop,  to  be  sent  over  from 
England,  was  raised  and  a  heated  debate  ensued.  The 
proposition  was  advocated  by  the  Royal  Governor  and 
by  Dr.  John  Camni,  President  of  the  College,  and  was 
strongly  supported  by  the  Clergy  of  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  other  northern  colonies.  The  following 
resolution,  adopted  by  the  House  of  Burgesses  on  July 
12,  1771,  tells  the  story 
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The  Reverend  Richard  Hewitt 
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“RESOLVED,  Nemine  contradicente.  That  the  Thanks 
of  this  House  be  given  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Henley,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Gwatkin,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hewitt,  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Bland,  for  the  wise  and  well  timed  Opposi¬ 
tion  they  have  made  to  the  pernicious  Project  of  a  few 
mistaken  Clergymen,  for  introducing  an  American  Bishop; 
a  Measure  by  which  much  Disturbance,  great  Anxiety, 
and  Apprehension,  would  certainly  take  place  among  his 
Majesty’s  faithful  American  Subjects;  and  that  Mr.  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Mr.  Bland  do  acquaint  them  therewith.” 

We  may  rest  assured,  I  think,  that  his  character  and 
antecedents  were  good;  otherwise,  consent  to  a  mar¬ 
riage  with  a  daughter  of  the  Burwell  family  would 
never  have  been  given. 
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CHILDHOOD  DAYS  OF  GAWIN  LANE 

CORBIN  SALTER 
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Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter,  the  son  of  William  Hor- 
tensius  Salter  and  Dorothy  Hewitt  Moss  Salter,  was 
born  at  Yorktown,  Virginia,  on  the  10th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1814.'°  In  a  day  when  few  persons  were  given 
more  than  one  name  to  come  before  the  surname,  it 
was  most  unusual  for  a  child  to  have  three  “given” 
names,  as  he  did.  I  have  heard  much  speculation  as  to 
why  this  happened,  but  the  explanation  is  simple.  He 
was  named  for  Major  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  who  was 
born  and  reared  at  King’s  Creek,  York  County,  was 
educated  at  William  and  Mary  College,  married  Mrs. 
Maria  Randolph  (widow)  on  April  12,  1800,  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  William  and  Mary 
College,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia 
( 1808-1813),  was  a  Major  in  the  Virginia  militia  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  Battle 
of  Hampton  on  June  25,  1813.  He  died  on  November  3, 
1821,  in  the  43rd  year  of  his  age.27 

I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  that  there  was  any 
relationship  by  either  blood  or  marriage  between  the 
Corbin  and  Salter  families  and  it  may  be  assumed  that 
William  Hortensius  Salter  named  his  son  for  Major 
Corbin  because  of  affection  and  admiration  for  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  worthy  gentleman. 

One  may  wonder  by  which  of  his  three  given  names 
Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter  was  addressed  by  the  mem- 
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bers  of  his  family  and  by  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 
I  know  the  answer  to  that  question  from  information 
gathered  by  listening  to  his  three  daughters  and  other 
relatives  and  from  accounts  in  various  publications, 
written  by  persons  who  knew  him  well.  He  was  gener¬ 
ally  spoken  and  referred  to  as  Corbin  Salter,  and  he 
usually  signed  his  name  as  G.  L.  C.  Salter.  By  the  two 
sons  and  five  daughters  of  his  sister  Catherine  he  was 
always  spoken  to  and  of  as  “Uncle  Salter.” 

Of  the  childhood  and  youth  of  Corbin  Salter  we 
know  but  little.  All  those  who  might  have  told  us  of 
it  have  long  since  departed  this  life.  Some  years  ago 
when  my  mother  was  living  with  me  and  we  were 
speaking  of  him  I  asked  her  to  put  in  writing  some  of 
the  things  she  had  been  saying.  This  she  did,  and  the 
sketch,  covering  three  pages  in  her  own  handwriting, 
dated  December  6,  1932,  is  before  me  as  I  write.  I 
quote  from  it  as  follows: 

“My  father,  G.  L.  C.  Salter,  was  the  son  of  William  Hor- 
tensius  Salter  &  Dorothy  Salter.  He  was  bom  in  York- 
town,  Va.,  Dec.  10,  1814.  His  Mother  was  a  widow  with 
one  child,  Catherine,  (by  her  first  husband).  His  Mother 
and  Father  died  when  he  was  very  small.  Catherine  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Fox,  had  one  son,  Chas.  She  took  entire  care  of 
mv  father.  She  later  married  Wm.  Nelson  &  these  children 
were  brought  up  in  the  old  Nelson  House.  She  had  5 
daughters.  Lucy  Nelson  married  Wm.  Howard  of  York 
Co.,  and  Sallie  married  Mr.  Welton  of  West  Va.  Kate, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  never  married.” 

The  statement  in  Mother’s  sketch  that  “His  Mother 
and  Father  died  when  he  was  very  small”  may  be 
taken  as  true.  I  have  heard  her  two  sisters,  Effie  (Mrs. 
Wm.  E.  Morgan)  and  Eva  (Mrs.  Jno.  H.  Crafford), 
both  of  whom  I  knew  well,  say  the  same  thing.  It  thus 
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appears  that  Corbin  Salter  was  bereft  of  both  of  his 
parents  when  he  was  an  infant  of  tender  years,  too 
young  to  have  any  memory  of  either  of  them. 

The  latest  bit  of  documentary  evidence  that  we  have 
in  regard  to  Dorothy  Hewitt-Moss-Salter  is  found  in  the 
list  of  “White  Tithes”  of  York  County  for  the  year  1815. 
Her  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Land  Tax  List  for 
that  or  any  subsequent  year.  Diligent  search  of  all  the 
sources  of  information  usually  helpful  in  matters  of 
this  kind  has  brought  to  light  nothing  regarding 
William  Hortensius  Salter  or  Dorothy  Hewitt  Salter 
after  the  year  1815.  It  may  be  assumed  from  what  we 
know  that  William  Hortensius  Salter  died  early  in  1815 
and  Dorothy  Hewitt  Salter  about  one  year  later.  That 
they  both  died  while  so  young  is  not  surprising,  con¬ 
sidering  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  The  life  expec¬ 
tancy  was  short  in  those  days,  by  modern  standards; 
almost  any  serious  illness  was  fatal,  and  few  persons 
lived  to  celebrate  their  fiftieth  birthdays.  They  ate  and 
drank  and  lived  and  loved,  not  wisely  but  too  well. 

The  suggestion  sometimes  made  that  the  Salter 
family  may  have  left  Yorktown  and  taken  up  their 
abode  in  some  other  place  after  1815  is  not  to  be  given 
serious  consideration.  The  records  of  the  adjoining 
counties  and  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Williamsburg 
between  the  years  1814  and  1822  contain  no  reference 
to  them.  To  this  must  be  added  the  fact  that  the  two 
children,  Catherine  Moss  and  Corbin  Salter,  spent 
all  of  their  childhood  years  in  Yorktown.  If  William 
Hortensius  Salter  and  Dorothy  had  moved  to  another 
locality  after  1815  they  would  naturally  have  taken 
the  children  with  them. 
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CATHERINE  MOSS- FOX-NELSON 
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The  statement  in  Mother’s  sketch  that  “She  (Cath¬ 
erine)  took  entire  care  of  my  father”  must  also  be  taken 
as  true,  and  tells  much  in  a  few  words.  She  was  seven¬ 
teen  years  old  when  her  mother  died  and  she  took  over 
the  care  of  her  infant  half-brother.  Her  care  of  him 
never  wavered  and,  as  he  later  acknowledged,  his  debt 
to  her  was  great.  From  all  that  we  know  it  is  clearly 
evident  that  Catherine  Moss  was  a  woman  of  superior 
qualities,  a  comfort  to  her  widowed  mother,  the  guard¬ 
ian  and  support  of  her  orphaned  half-brother,  and  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother.  That  she  was  always  held  in 
high  regard  by  the  members  of  her  family  appears 
from  the  letters  found  in  the  Appendix,  particularly 
the  one  written  to  her  by  Corbin  Salter  while  he  was 
a  student  at  William  and  Mary  College. 

On  December  31,  1821,  Catherine  M.  Moss,  daughter 
of  John  Moss  and  Dorothy  Hewitt  (Moss),  was  married 
to  Jno.  R.  Fox  of  York  County.  The  Rev.  Francis  A. 
Ward  performed  the  ceremony.28  Two  sons  were  born 
of  this  marriage,  Jno.  H.  Fox  in  1823  and  Charles  J.  Fox 
in  1825.  Both  of  them  attended  William  and  Mary 
College.29 

Jno.  R.  Fox  evidently  died  in  1825  or  1826,  as  on 
October  9,  1827,  Catherine  M.  Fox  (widow)  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Wm.  Nelson,  of  Yorktown,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Carter 
officiating.30  This  Wm.  Nelson,  sometimes  known  as 
Wm.  Nelson,  Jr.,  was  the  second  son,  and  the  eldest 
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to  have  issue,  of  William  Nelson  and  Sally  Burwell 
(Nelson).  This  William  Nelson  was  the  eldest  son  and 
child  of  Governor  Thomas  Nelson  and  Lucy  Grymes 
(Nelson).  Governor  Nelson  was  the  eldest  son  and  child 
of  ‘'President”  William  Nelson  and  Elizabeth  (“Betty”) 
Burwell  (Nelson),  and  “President”  Nelson  was  the 
eldest  son  and  child  of  Thomas  Nelson  (“Scotch  Tom”), 
of  England,  the  progenitor  of  the  Nelson  family  in 
Virginia. 

So,  following  her  marriage  to  Wm.  Nelson,  Jr., 
Catherine  became  the  mistress  of  “The  Nelson  House” 
and,  as  such,  the  “First  Lady”  of  York  Town.  With  her 
went  Corbin  Salter,  then  in  his  twelfth  year,  and  the 
two  little  Fox  boys,  John  and  Charles,  four  and  two 
years  of  age,  respectively.  It  was  an  interesting  family 
to  begin  with,  and  became  more  so  as  the  five  Nelson 
daughters  arrived  in  rapid  succession. 

Five  children,  all  daughters,  were  born  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Catherine  Moss-Fox  and  Wm.  Nelson,  Jr.,  viz.: 
Lucy  Thomas  Nelson  who  married,  about  1851,  William 
Howard  of  York  County,  and  had  issue;  Sally  Burwell 
Nelson,  born  April  1831,  who  married  Felix  B.  Welton, 
of  Morefield,  Hardy  County,  Virginia,  about  1854,  and 
had  issue;  and  Catherine,  Elizabeth  (Lizzie),  and  Mary 
Nelson,  all  three  of  whom  lived  to  be  well  advanced  in 
years  and  died  unmarried.51  Sally  Burwell  Nelson 
(Welton)  was  living  at  “Hickory  Hill,”  Durgon,  Hardy 
County,  West  Virginia,  in  1911.  A  copy  of  her  letter  of 
February  23rd  of  that  year,  to  my  mother,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  and  is  quite  interesting  and 
informative. 

Evidently  Catherine  Moss-Fox-Nelson  died  prior  to 
the  year  1844,  as  in  that  year  Wm.  Nelson,  Jr.,  widow¬ 
er,  married  a  Mrs.  Whiting,  widow,  of  York  County. 
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Two  children  were  born  of  that  marriage,  viz.:  William 
Nelson  and  Fannie  Nelson.31 

We  have  given  more  space  here  to  an  account  of  the 
children  of  Catherine  Moss-Fox-Nelson  than  may  at 
first  seem  appropriate  in  a  sketch  of  this  kind,  but  there 
is  a  reason  for  doing  so.  Dorothy  Hewitt  was  the  mother 
of  both  Catherine  Moss  and  Corbin  Salter,  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  Hewitt  and  Elizabeth  Burwell  were  their 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side.  The  descendants  of 
Catherine  Moss  and  those  of  Corbin  Salter,  now  living 
in  Virginia  and  elsewhere,  are  numerous,  and  some  of 
those  who  find  themselves  clinging,  somewhat  pre¬ 
cariously,  to  the  upper  and  younger  branches  of  the 
family  tree  may  read  these  pages  and  experience  a 
certain  degree  of  satisfaction  in  knowing  how  deep  the 
roots  of  that  tree  go  and  the  nature  of  the  soil  from 
which  it  sprang  and  which  gave  it  life.  The  law  of 
heredity  is  as  positive  and  inflexible  as  the  law  of  gravi¬ 
tation  and  “it  is  well  known  that  men  do  not  make  silk 
purses  out  of  sows’  ears.”  This  is  not  to  be  taken  too 
seriously,  however,  and  we  must  always  remember 
that,  as  Tennyson  says, 

“The  grand  old  gardener  and  his  wife 
Smile  on  our  claims  to  long  descent.” 
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Now  Corbin  Salter  had  a  real  home  and  for  the  first 
time,  except  for  the  brief  period  in  which  he  lived  in 
the  home  of  Jno.  H.  Fox,  he  knew  the  benefits  of  the 
protection  and  guidance  of  a  father.  From  all  that  we 
can  learn  it  appears  that  Wm.  Nelson,  Jr.,  treated  his 
wife’s  half-brother  and  her  two  sons  as  his  own  chil¬ 
dren  and  gave  those  three  little  orphan  boys  a  sense 
of  security  that  meant  much  to  all  of  them. 

life  in  the  Nelson  House  was  pleasant  and  the  fami¬ 
ly  was  a  happy  one.  There  was  no  school  that  the 
children  could  attend,  but  they  were  taught  by  private 
tutors  and  governesses  and  the  teaching  must  have  been 
sound,  for  when  they  reached  college  age  they  were 
all  ready  for  what  lay  ahead.  York  Town  was  a  good 
place  for  a  boy  to  grow  up  in.  True,  it  had  lost  the 
position  of  importance  as  a  port  of  entry  and  departure 
that  it  had  enjoyed  in  years  prior  to  the  Revolution, 
when  it  was  the  principal  port  for  the  entire  Virginia 
trade.  No  more  did  the  ships  of  many  nations  bring 
cargoes  of  goods  to  its  warehouses  from  foreign  ports 
for  distribution  by  coastwise  vessels  to  Williamsburg, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  even  to  New  York  and 
Charleston.  The  great  warehouses,  formerly  operated 
by  the  Nortons,  Allen  Jones,  and  other  merchants,  were 
deserted  and  fallen  to  ruin.  Many  of  the  old  families 
that  had  made  the  social  and  cultural  life  of  the  place 
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so  gracious  and  attractive  in  other  years  had  left  to  live 
in  Richmond,  Norfolk,  and  other  places.  But  there  was 
still  much  left  and  the  environment  in  which  Corbin 
Salter  spent  his  youth  and  grew  to  manhood  was  good. 
The  natural  beauty  of  the  place  is  well  expressed  in  the 
following  quotation  from  Bishop  Meade’s  Old  Churches , 
Ministers  and  Families  of  Virginia ,  found  in  Volume  I, 
at  page  207: 

“Surely,  if  there  be  any  spot  in  Virginia  where  we  may  be 
allowed  to  pause  and  look  around  us,  remembering  the 
past  and  dwelling  with  tender  emotions  on  the  present, 
that  spot  is  old  York.  To  use  the  language  of  one  who  has 
furnished  materials  for  much  of  what  follows:  — 

‘The  river  is  full  a  mile  wide  at  York,  which  is 
eleven  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  is  seen  stretching 
itself  away  until  it  merges  itself  into  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  The  sun  rises  immediately  over  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  the  water  is  tinged  with  the  rainbow 
hues  of  heaven.  We  have  watched  with  much  inter¬ 
est  the  decline  of  day  from  the  New  York  Battery, 
but  we  doubt  if  New  York  Harbour — compared,  as 
it  is,  with  the  Bay  of  Naples — ever  presented  to  the 
eye  a  more  enchanting  spectacle  than  York  River  in 
its  morning  glory.  Beautiful  for  situation  is  Old 
York,  stretching  east  and  west  on  as  noble  a  sheet  of 
water  as  rolls  beneath  the  sun.’” 

But  for  York  River  there  would  have  been  no  York 
Town.  It  provided  a  safe  and  ample  harbor  for  ships, 
with  a  channel  that  ran  close  to  the  southern  shore,  and 
was  a  source  .of  an  abundant  supply  of  sea  food  of  all 
kinds,  fish,  oysters,  crabs,  clams,  etc.,  for  the  inhabitants 
of  eastern  Virginia.  Its  waters  reflected  the  sails  of  all 
kinds  of  vessels,  both  great  and  small,  and  afforded 
opportunity  for  aquatic  sports  to  the  advantage  and 
enjoyment  of  those  who  lived  along  its  banks.  Corbin 
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Salter  naturally  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus 
offered  and  in  time  became  a  swimmer  whose  repu¬ 
tation  was  known  throughout  the  area  in  which  he 
lived.  I  have  this  information  by  oral  tradition,  and  it 
is  supported  by  the  manuscript  of  a  poem  in  blank 
verse,  composed  by  a  relative.  The  poem,  if  we  may 
call  it  such,  commemorates  a  swimming  contest  in 
which  Corbin  Salter  engaged,  is  self-explanatory,  and 
is  included  in  the  Appendix.  So,  as  Abydos  had  her 
Leander,  York  Town  had  her  Corbin  Salter,  and  while 
Corbin  Salter’s  inducement  to  swim  from  Gloucester 
Point  to  York  Town  may  not  have  been  as  great  as  that 
which  moved  Leander  to  swim  the  Hellespont,  his 
swimming  time  was  probably  as  good  as  that  of  the 
character  in  the  ancient  Greek  legend,  and  he  certainly 
met  with  a  better  fate. 

His  participation  in  sports  was  not  limited  to  the 
water.  Like  most  boys  of  his  day  and  station  he  ranged 
the  woods  and  fields  with  dog  and  gun  and  became  a 
crack  shot  with  a  rifle  as  well  as  an  accomplished  horse¬ 
man.  In  short,  he  learned  those  three  things  that  every 
Virginia  boy  of  his  time  was  expected,  practically  re¬ 
quired,  to  learn — “to  ride  well,  to  shoot  well,  and  to  tell 
the  truth.”  The  lessons  learned  from  his  outdoor  life 
and  in  the  atmosphere  of  culture  and  refinement  that 
characterized  the  Nelson  home  all  combined  to  fit  him 
for  the  career  that  lay  ahead,  and  he  arrived  at  the 
stage  of  young  manhood  in  full  possession  of  the  old 
Roman  qualities — mens  sanci  in  corpora  sano.  He  had 
acquired  a  love  of  learning  for  learning’s  sake  that 
lasted  through  life;  physically,  he  was  strong  and  vigor¬ 
ous,  was  six  feet  tall,  with  the  gray  eyes  and  light  hair 
and  ruddy  complexion  that  bespoke  his  British  ances¬ 
try;  and  spiritually,  his  nature  was  deeply  religious. 
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In  1835,  his  twenty-first  year,  he  came  into  a  small 
inheritance  from  Dorothy  Salter’s  estate  and,  thus 
financially  equipped,  decided  to  enter  college.  There 
were  four  colleges  in  Virginia  from  which  he  could 
make  his  choice,  viz.:  the  College  of  William  and  Mary, 
always  referred  to  by  the  old  Virginians  as  William 
and  Mary  College,  founded  in  1693,  located  in  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  only  twelve  miles  from  York  Town;  Wash¬ 
ington  College,  at  Lexington,  founded  in  1749,  and  now 
Washington  and  Lee  University;  Hampden-Sydney  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Prince  Edward  County,  founded  in  1776,  and 
under  strong  Presbyterian  influence;  and  the  young 
University  of  Virginia,  then  usually  spoken  of  as  “Mr. 
Jefferson’s  University,”  at  Charlottesville,  founded  in 
1819  and  owned  and  supported  by  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia. 

Just  what  were  his  reasons  for  the  choice  he  made 
we  do  not  know,  but  the  fact  that  his  father  was  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  and  probably  an  alumnus  of 
Hampden-Sydney  may  have  exerted  some  influence  on 
his  thinking.  Whatever  the  reasons,  the  fall  of  1835 
saw  him  a  student  at  Hampden-Sydney  College.  The 
records  of  that  institution  show  that  he  was  there  dur¬ 
ing  the  session  of  1835-1836,  and  nothing  more.  As  my 
friend  Tulane  Atkinson  says,  “scant  attention  in  those 
years  was  paid  to  the  keeping  of  records.”  My  mother 
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was  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  awarded  a  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Hampden-Sydney,  but  indications 
are  that  such  was  not  the  case  and  it  is  quite  probable 
that  the  session  of  1835-1836  was  the  first  and  last  that 
he  spent  there.  That  time  was  not  wasted,  however,  for 
Hampden-Sydney  was  then,  as  it  has  always  been,  a 
college  where  the  teaching  was  sound  and  the  environ¬ 
ment  good.  Whether  it  was  the  stark  surroundings 
and  somewhat  austere  mode  of  life  that  characterized 
the  Hampden-Sydney  neighborhood,  as  described  by 
Grigsby  in  his  diary,  so  different  from  what  he  had 
been  accustomed  to,  that  influenced  his  decision  not 
to  return  after  but  one  year  there,  we  do  not  know. 
While  those  considerations  may  have  been  contributing 
causes,  it  is  quite  probable  that,  having  attained  his 
majority  and  realized  that  he  should  choose  a  vocation, 
he  decided  to  study  law,  a  subject  not  in  the  Hampden- 
Sydney  curriculum,  and  it  became  necessary  to  com¬ 
plete  his  education  elsewhere. 

There  were  then  two  colleges  in  Virginia  offering 
courses  in  law,  William  and  Mary  College  and  the 
University  of  Virginia.  The  chair  of  law  at  William 
and  Mary  was  established  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
the  College,  of  which  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  Governor 
of  Virginia,  was  a  member,  on  December  4,  1779.  It 
was  the  first  chair  of  law  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
and  the  second  in  the  English-speaking  world,  follow¬ 
ing  by  only  twenty-one  years  the  establishment  of  the 
Vinerian  professorship  at  Oxford  University,  held  by 
Sir  William  Blackstone.  The  first  professor  of  law  at 
William  and  Mary  College  was  the  famous  Chancellor 
Wythe,  who  occupied  the  chair  until  his  removal  from 
Williamsburg  to  Richmond  in  1789.  He  was  succeeded 
by  the  Honorable  St.  George  Tucker,  who  taught  with 
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success  and  distinction  from  1790  until  1804,  and  he 
was  followed,  first  by  William  Nelson,  then  by  Robert 
Nelson,  then  by  James  Semple,  and  then  by  his  equally 
distinguished  son,  Judge  N.  Beverley  Tucker,  a  pro¬ 
found  jurist,  an  inspiring  teacher,  and  a  writer  on 
many  subjects. 

Quite  naturally  for  one  living  in  the  Nelson  House, 
Corbin  Salter  decided  to  pursue  his  law  studies  at 
William  and  Mary.  For  generations  the  Nelson  family 
of  York  County  had  been  closely  connected  with  the 
College,  as  students,  as  members  of  its  faculty,  and  as 
members  of  its  Board  of  Visitors,  and  the  name  of 
Nelson  stood  high  on  its  long  Roll  of  Honor.  William 
Nelson,  in  whose  home  Corbin  Salter  was  then  living, 
was  himself  an  alumnus  of  the  College,  having  at¬ 
tended  classes  there  from  1819  through  1822. 

So,  according  to  the  college  records,  Corbin  Salter 
matriculated  at  “The  College  of  William  and  Mary  in 
Virginia”  on  October  10,  1836,  for  the  study  of  law. 
His  home  address  was  given  as  Yorktown;  his  age  as 
21  years,  Parent,  Win.  Nelson;  Place  of  Abode,  home 
of  Judge  Tucker;  subjects  studied,  Law  and  Senior.  On 
October  23,  1837,  he  again  matriculated  as  a  student 
of  law:  home  address,  York;  age  22  years;  Place  of 
Abode,  home  of  Professor  Millington;  subjects  studied, 
Junior  and  Law.32 

From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  Corbin  Salter  not 
only  studied  Law  at  William  and  Mary  College  but 
academic  subjects  as  well.  His  reason  for  so  doing  was 
not  solely  his  love  of  learning.  It  was  necessary  for  him 
to  have  the  requisites  for  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
before  he  could  be  awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Law.  In  the  compilation  of  the  College  Statutes ,  pub- 
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lished  in  1792  and  in  effect  when  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College,  it  was  provided: 

“For  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law,  the  Student  must 
have  the  requisites  for  Bachelor  of  Arts;  he  must  moreover 
be  well  acquainted  with  civil  History,  both  Ancient  and 
Modern  and  particularly  with  municipal  Law  and  Police.”33 

The  requirement  of  an  academic  degree  as  a  pre¬ 
requisite  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law  was  fixed 
when  the  chair  of  “Law  and  Police  (Government)” 
was  established  in  1779  and  continued  in  effect  until 
the  College  was  closed  on  the  outbreak  of  the  War 
Between  the  States  in  1861;  and  it  is  in  effect  today. 
Evidently  Corbin  Salter  was  given  credit  at  William 
and  Mary  for  the  work  he  had  done  at  Hampden- 
Sydney  and  he  supplemented  that  by  enough  Junior 
and  Senior  courses  to  give  him  “the  requisites  for 
Bachelor  of  Arts”  by  the  time  his  studies  in  the  Law 
were  completed  and  he  was  ready  to  receive  the  coveted 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law. 

When  Corbin  Salter  became  a  student  at  William 
and  Mary  on  October  10,  1836,  the  College  was  at  the 
beginning  of  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  useful 
periods  in  its  long  and  eventful  history.  Under  the  wise 
administrations  of  Bishop  Madison  and  those  who  fol¬ 
lowed  him  it  had  largely  recovered  from  the  disastrous 
effects  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  caused  by  the  loss 
of  its  English  Endowment,  the  temporary  closing  of 
its  doors,  and  the  damages  to  its  buildings  done  by 
the  British,  French  and  American  armies.  Dr.  Thomas 
Roderick  Dew,  the  brilliant  historian  and  political 
economist,  had  just  been  made  President  of  the  College, 
succeeding  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie  who  had  resigned  on 
July  6,  1836,  to  accept  the  rectorship  of  St.  James’s 


Kwtit^Un^)  K — md^oO  ni^ttO 


8£ 


intilliW  imaJrto  «»rf  nyriw  looHs  ni  fine  £0^1  ni  fvrf^I 

tbebrvoiq  aew  Ji  csgelicQ  bne 

3?.um  Jashirl  aril  twai  to  ioiottaed  lo  ongob  erfj  so'V* 

bne  toabnA  ynoJ'iH  uvb  dJrw*  '^fr  ciipae  Ifw  od 

.9Diio*5  bne  //«J  Ij>qbimim  rltivy*  vi  tsfuDituiq  bets  jrnsboM 

-s’jq  fi  as  oeiyob  ormsbsoB  n&  lo  tAdmaiiupdi  srfT 
i>"‘>  *&•*•/  w»  •  o  ici‘i  >b  i  lo  wij*&b  aril  oi  **li<tiupo'i 

. 

»r.  ;•»  /s^xdfuj  or'1  ho  boeob  2bv/  9^9 Uo')  erit 

.vnbo)  l  >^Tto  ai  ei  ji  b_n,  ^  Jt f)8 1  ni  asinlS  9cil  no^wlod 

-ii^bq n:  TI  rB  orxoh  bfiri  eri  iiow  jrfJ  loi  (/n,I  bn» 
tofauil  rfyjjofls  yd  tfid*  bainomdiqqua  orf  bns  rouble) .  \  i 
ioi  aeiiaurpsi  sdj1*  raid  «>J  aoiuoo  loiaot  bar* 

vvfcj  9fO  ni  goilu/te  girl  art  srft  yd  cVliA  la  lolsibsd 

nieir  7  +k  imbni*  b  omBTsd  loltuc  ilrd'ioD  nor  17/ 
orb  Jb  afiw  ojjolfoO  srit  ^£81  <0t  rxfuoO  no  yibM  bn« 
i^orri  Ihib  tevUignd  ifU  lo  hto  lo  gnnmrgad 
osiw  mis  rofonU  .fioigirl  loijusv*,  bag  ynol  ad  ai  abohsq 
-iol  od  f?godi  J  nr,  nopjh«Tv'  *  Minfl  o  gnorfBiteiidrrtbfl 
auonl^Bcib  arli  moi  bo-iovoooi  busi  Ji  mid  bav/oi 

) 

lo  tjiugoJo  '(ifiioqrnoj  orii  f)naiifwobnjl  dailgrxH  «ti  lo 
snob  agni  blind  all  ot  aogBmeb  sd*  brie  frioob  aJi  >  ^ 
aemo  •  .tA  .aoirrm  xrBrdiomA  biiB  rfonsiH  .ria&riff  oiit 

{ygoi!«;  sill  lo  ttiibii'rrt  sbsni  nwd  lauj  bsrl  ^rtimonoas  I 

zaemal  ,i8  lo  qirfaiol-K’i  orft  jq3D06  oi  tdE8t  .9  '([oi 


College  Days  of  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter 


39 


Church  in  Richmond,  after  a  highly  successful  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  eminent  scientist,  John  Millington,  joined 
the  faculty  in  that  same  year,  succeeding  the  distin¬ 
guished  William  Barton  Rogers,  and  Judge  N.  Beverley 
Tucker  was  entering  upon  the  second  year  of  what 
became  a  notable  career  as  a  teacher  of  Law.  There 
were  other  members  of  the  faculty  who  were  also  ac¬ 
complished  scholars  and  good  teachers,  though  not  so 
well  known  as  the  three  I  have  mentioned.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  students  was  greater  than  it  had  been  at  any 
time  since  the  Revolution  and  the  endowment  fund 
was  just  short  of  $200,000.00,  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  in  those  days. 

In  the  area  of  what  might  be  called  the  intangibles 
the  College  had  recently  passed  through  a  very  difficult 
period.  Following  the  Revolution  there  was.  a  strong 
and  widespread  feeling  in  Virginia  of  hostility  toward 
everything  related  to  the  Anglican  Church,  especially 
among  those  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  faiths. 
The  fact  that  William  and  Mary  College  was  still 
strongly  under  the  influence  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  made  it  an  object  of  that  feeling  of  hostility 
and  was  one  of  the  contributing  causes  of  the  demand 
for  a  non-sectarian  institution  of  learning  that  brought 
about  the  founding  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  On 
the  other  hand,  what  was  believed  to  be  the  prevalence 
in  the  minds  of  its  faculty  and  its  student  body  of  the 
extremely  liberal  ideas  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  with  respect 
to  both  government  and  religion,  caused  the  College  to 
be  suspect  by  many  of  those  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
faith  and  was  largely  responsible  for  the  rejection  by 
the  Diocese  of  the  plan  to  locate  in  Williamsburg  the 
theological  seminary  which  was  afterwards  established 
near  Alexandria.  So,  the  College  was  believed  to  be 
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too  much  under  the  influence  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
by  some,  and  too  little  under  its  influence  by  others. 
However,  sometime  before  Corbin  Salter  matriculated 
at  William  and  Mary  in  1836,  those  feelings  had  sub¬ 
sided  and  the  general  atmosphere  surrounding  the 
College  was  one  of  peace  and  harmony.  It  was  indeed 
a  place  where  one  could,  as  Milton  says, 

“*  *  *  behold  the  bright  countenance  of  Truth 
in  the  quiet  and  still  air  of  delightful  studies.” 

Among  the  many  environmental  factors  that  in¬ 
fluence  the  development  of  character  during  the  life 
of  any  man,  particularly  during  the  periods  of  child¬ 
hood  and  adolescence,  the  house  in  which  he  lives  is 
important.  Corbin  Salter’s  early  years  were  spent  in 
the  Nelson  House;  and  his  years  at  William  and  Mary 
were  spent  in  the  Tucker  House,  the  home  of  Judge  N. 
Beverley  Tucker,  fronting  on  the  Courthouse  Green, 
and  in  the  Wythe  House,  then  occupied  by  Professor 
John  Millington.  Sitting  in  any  one  of  those  noble  old 
homes  one  could  easily  see  in  the  mind’s  eye  the  forms 
of  many  of  those  mighty  men  who  made  the  nation, 
General  Washington,  Governor  Nelson,  Chancellor 
Wythe,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  a  host  of  others  who 
frequented  them  in  the  stirring  times  in  which  they 
lived  and  wrought.  Though  those  men  had  all  passed 
from  the  scene  by  1836,  the  happy  associations  formed 
while  living  in  the  homes  of  such  men  as  Judge  Tucker 
and  Professor  Millington  were  bound  to  mean  much 
to  a  serious-minded  young  man  during  his  most  im¬ 
pressionable  years,  and  they  meant  much  to  Corbin 
Salter.  Those  three  houses  still  stand,  silent  but  elo¬ 
quent  reminders  of  Virginia’s  period  of  greatest  politi- 
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cal  achievement,  and  each  one  an  inspiration  to  high 
thinking  and  good  behavior. 

Perhaps  nowhere  on  the  American  Continent  was 
there  a  place  so  rich  in  associations  calculated  to  inspire 
and  elevate  as  was  the  little  City  of  Williamsburg  while 
Corbin  Salter  was  a  student  at  William  and  Mary 
College.  True,  much  of  the  glory  and  the  glamour  that 
it  had  during  the  period  of  nearly  a  century,  when  it 
was  the  Colonial  Capital  of  Virginia,  departed  when  the 
seat  of  government  was  changed  to  Richmond,  but  it  is 
also  true  that  much  of  it  remained.  Most  of  the  old 
public  buildings,  such  as  those  of  the  College,  the 
Capitol,  the  County  Courthouse,  Bruton  Parish  Church, 
the  Powder  Horn,  and  the  Debtor’s  Prison,  and  many 
of  the  fine  homes  of  the  bygone  age,  such  as  Tazewell 
Hall,  Bassett  Hall,  the  Paradise  House,  the  Hansford 
House,  the  Peyton  Randolph  House,  and  others,  were 
still  there;  and,  what  was  more  important,  a  few  of  the 
people  and  many  of  their  descendants  still  frequented 
those  public  buildings  and  occupied  their  ancestral 
homes.  It  was  a  light-hearted  and  easygoing  communi¬ 
ty,  and  the  general  atmosphere  was  one  of  gracious 
living  and  gentle  courtesy,  with  strong  emphasis  on 
right  conduct  and  personal  integrity.  Fortunately  for 
me,  that  was  true  when  I  entered  William  and  Mary 
on  October  5,  1899.  Representatives  of  many  of  the  old 
families  were  still  there,  living  in  the  houses  of  their 
ancestors,  and  the  pattern  of  life  in  the  conservative 
tradition  had  changed  but  little  in  the  century  that 
was  then  drawing  to  a  close.  The  happy  influences  of 
such  an  environment  on  the  youthful  mind  were  pro¬ 
found  and  lasting.  It  is  different  now. 

Corbin  Salter’s  nephew,  Jno.  H.  Fox,  was  a  student 
at  William  and  Mary  from  1836  through  1839. 34  The 
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College  records  show  that  during  the  session  that  began 
on  October  23,  1837,  he  lived  in  the  Wythe  House,  the 
home  of  Professor  John  Millington,  and  so  was  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  “Uncle  Salter.”  The  same  record 
shows  that  his  brother,  Charles  J.  Fox,  entered  William 
and  Mary  on  October  22,  1844;  home  address,  York- 
town;  age,  19  years;  Parent,  Wm.  Nelson;  Place  of 
Abode,  Mrs.  Bowers’;  course  taken,  Regular  Junior.35 
He  was  graduated  in  July,  1846. 

At  the  commencement  exercises  in  July,  1838,  after 
two  years  of  work  in  both  professional  and  cultural 
subjects,  Corbin  Salter  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Law.  Now  the  long  period  of  preparation 
was  over,  his  formal  education  was  complete,  and  he 
was  ready  to  embark  upon  what  was  to  be  a  long  and 
useful  career. 
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G.  L.  C.  SALTER,  ESQUIRE 

From  a  daguerreotype,  in  the  author’s  possession. 

Circa,  1843. 


G.  L.  C.  SALTER,  ESQUIRE,  ATTORNEY- 

AT-LAW 
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Following  his  graduation  Corbin  Salter  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  law  in  York  Town.  As  might  have  been 
expected  of  one  of  his  temperament  and  inclinations, 
his  career  as  a  member  of  the  bar  was  brief.  His  was 
not  a  creative  mind,  nor  did  he  have  the  combative 
spirit  that  is  one  of  the  necessary  qualities  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  trial  lawyer.  He  loved  learning  for  its  own  sake 
and  his  delight  was  to  acquire  knowledge  and  then 
impart  it  to  others  and  to  inspire  in  them  the  desire  to 
know  more.  In  short,  he  was  a  scholar  and  a  teacher. 
Like  the  Oxford  Clerk  in  Chaucer’s  Canterbury  Tales , 

“Right  gladly  wolde  he  lerne  and  gladly  teche.” 

His  work  as  a  lawyer  was  carefully  and  thoroughly 
done,  but  evidently  his  heart  was  not  in  it  and  he  found 
the  many  and  insistent  demands  of  the  “jealous  mis¬ 
tress,”  which  is  the  profession  of  the  law,  too  irksome 
to  be  long  endured.  Before  me  is  a  photostatic  copy  of 
a  deed  written  by  him  and  by  which  he,  as  one  of  three 
special  commissioners,  conveyed  certain  lands  in  which 
the  heirs  of  Wm.  R.  Fox  were  interested,  in  obedience 
to  a  decree  of  the  County  Court  of  York  County  entered 
on  December  17,  1838.’°  Regarding  it  from  the  view¬ 
point  of  a  lawyer,  the  instrument  is  well  drawn,  but 
one  can  well  imagine  that  to  him  the  drawing  of  it 
was  a  heavy  task  and  that  he  was  glad  when  it  was 
done.  Then  too,  the  financial  rewards  of  a  law  practice 
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in  York  Town  could  not  be  great.  It  is  axiomatic  that 
in  order  to  make  money  one  must  be  where  money  is, 
and  certainly  there  was  little  money  in  the  York  Town 
community  at  that  time  and  the  competition  for  what 
there  was  of  it,  among  the  lawyers  in  Williamsburg, 
Hampton,  and  Gloucester,  was  keen. 

What  kept  Corbin  Salter  in  York  Town,  when  other 
fields  held  brighter  prospects,  was  not  a  lack  of  am¬ 
bition  but  a  deep  and  abiding  love  of  the  community 
and  a  profound  interest  in  its  welfare  that  remained 
with  him  throughout  his  long  life.  Before  me  now  is  a 
clipping  from  one  of  the  Richmond  newspapers  contain¬ 
ing  an  article  sent  in  by  the  “Williamsburg  Bureau,” 
relating  to  the  old  Episcopal  Church  at  York  Town, 
known  as  Grace  Church.  Erected  before  the  year  1700, 
it  was  for  a  full  hundred  years  the  principal  church  of 
York-Hampton  Parish.  During  the  siege  in  1781  it  was 
used  as  a  powder  magazine  by  the  British  troops  and 
was  badly  damaged.  After  the  Revolution  it  was  used 
as  a  place  of  worship  by  both  Episcopalians  and  Presby¬ 
terians  and  William  Hortensius  Salter  preached  there 
for  several  years.  Then  the  British  struck  again  and  in 
1814,  while  the  fleet  was  in  Virginia  waters,  it  was 
burned  by  a  marauding  party  of  British  sailors.37  It 
remained  in  a  ruined  state,  .only  the  stout  old  walls 
standing,  until  1841  when  it  was  again  restored  by 
the  generous  contributions  .of  citizens  of  the  Lower 
Peninsula,  supplemented  by  gifts  from  a  few  interested 
persons  who  lived  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The 
“Subscription  Paper”  which  bears  the  names  of  many 
of  the  donors  was  in  existence  as  late  as  1922.  Among 
those  who  contributed  were  William  Nelson,  Baker  P. 
Lee,  William  H.  Sheild,  Nathaniel  Taylor  and  G.  L.  C. 
Salter.38 
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CORBIN  SALTER  TAKES  A  WIFE 


Then  something  happened  that  changed  the  course  of 
Corbin  Salter’s  life.  Across  the  street  from  the  Nelson 
House  there  lived  a  lovely  lady,  Ann  Wills,  the  young¬ 
est  of  the  five  handsome  and  accomplished  daughters 
of  Col.  Matthew  Wills  and  his  wife,  the  former  Lucy 
Moss  Jones.  Playmates  in  their  childhood  days,  friends 
in  the  days  of  their  youth,  admirably  suited  to  each 
other  in  every  respect,  it  was  but  natural  that  the  most 
eligible  young  bachelor  and  the  reigning  belle  of  the 
Yorktown  community  should  join  their  fortunes  and 
embark  together  upon  the  sea  of  matrimony. 

Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter  and  Ann  (Nancy)  Wills 
were  married  on  Christmas  Eve,  December  24,  1843. 30 
The  wedding  took  place  in  the  home  of  the  bride, 
known  as  “the  West  House,”  which  was  built  in  1706 
on  land  owned  by  her  ancestor,  Miles  Wills.40  It  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  what  a  joyful  occasion  that  wedding 
was.  Besides  the  “high  contracting  parties”  and  the 
minister  who  performed  the  ceremony  there  were  pres¬ 
ent  numerous  members  of  the  Wills  family;  the  mother 
of  the  bride,  the  former  Lucy  Jones;  Mr.  William 
Nelson,  Jr.,  master  of  the  Nelson  House;  the  two  Fox 
boys,  Jno.  H.  and  Charles  J.,  and  the  five  young  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Catherine  Moss-Fox-Nelson,  who  had  passed 
away  the  year  before,  viz.:  Lucy,  Sally,  Catherine, 
Lizzie  and  Mary  Nelson;  all  there  to  see  “Uncle  Salter” 
become  the  husband  of  the  beautiful  and  charming 
Nancy  Wills. 
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Inasmuch  as  all  of  the  descendants  of  Gawin  Lane 
Corbin  Salter  (and  their  name  is  legion)  are  naturally 
also  descendants  of  Ann  Wills,  and  as  she  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  family  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  Colony, 
particularly  in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  York,  dur¬ 
ing  its  first  century  and  a  half,  it  is  thought  fitting 
here  to  make  more  than  passing  mention  of  her  Wills 
ancestry,  with  some  reference  to  her  antecedents  on 
the  distaff  side. 
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THE  WILLS  FAMILY  OF  ENGLAND 

AND  VIRGINIA 


The  family  bearing  the  name  of  Wills  is  of  Welsh 
origin  and  was  settled  at  an  early  date  in  the  English 
county  of  Cornwall,  on  the  border  between  England 
and  Wales.  The  Cornwall  line  was  represented  in  the 
early  sixteenth  century  by  one  Anthony  Wills ,  who 
resided  in  the  town  of  Saltashe  and  was  the  father  of 
Richard  Wills  who  married  Mary  Carnsew  and  had 
issue  by  her  of  a  son  Digorie,  who  was  the  father  of  a 
son  named  Richard  who  was  married  in  the  early  seven¬ 
teenth  century  to  Anne  Wastcot  of  Devonshire  and  had 
issue  by  her  of  Richard,  Digorie,  Anthony ,  and  Anne.41 

Like  the  Salter  family,  the  family  of  Wills  was  of 
the  class  generally  referred  to  as  “the  Landed  Gentry” 
and  bore  Arms.  The  coat-of-arms  described  below  is 
found  in  Burke’s  General  Armory ,  editions  of  1878  and 
1884,  and  was  that  borne  by  the  Wills  family  seated  in 
the  Town  of  Saltashe,  County  Cornwall.  A  “visitation” 
by  a  representative  of  the  College  of  Arms  in  1620  de¬ 
veloped  the  fact  that  the  Arms  described  had  been 
borne  by  the  family  of  Wills  for  at  least  five  generations 
prior  to  that  date,  roughly  since  A.D.  1450,  and  are 
described  as  follows: 

“ARMS. — Argent,  three  wyverns  passant  in  pale  sable, 
a  border  engrailed  of  the  second  bezantee. 

CREST. — A  demi  griffin  azure,  wings  endorsed,  holding 
with  both  claws  a  battle  axe  proper. 

MOTTO. — Sursum.  ” 
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The  earliest  known  record  of  one  bearing  the  family 
name  of  Wills  in  Virginia  is  an  entry  in  the  Minutes  of 
The  Council  and  General  Court ,  on  June  5,  1632,  which 
tells  us  that  one  Anthony  Wills ,  aged  about  35  years, 
a  planter,  appeared  before  the  General  Court  and  gave 
his  deposition  relating  to  a  matter  in  the  locality  known 
as  Southwarke,  in  what  later  became  Surry  County.4" 
Others  of  the  name  who  came  to  Virginia  in  the  early 
seventeenth  century  were  Jonathan  Wills  in  1642  and 
William  Wills  in  1650,  both  of  whom  settled  in  York 
County.43 

Which  of  the  three  immigrants  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  paragraph  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Wills 
family  in  Virginia  and  a  lineal  ancestor  .of  Ann  Wills 
is  not  known.  The  family  was  established  in  Warwick 
County  at  an  early  date  and  continued  there  until  after 
the  Revolution.  Most  of  the  public  records  of  that  coun¬ 
ty  were  destroyed  when  the  courthouse  at  Denbigh  was 
burned  by  Union  troops  in  1862.  However,  two  volumes 
of  the  County  Minutes  were  saved  and  much  of  the 
information  about  the  Wills  family  given  below  is 
taken  from  them.  Fragmentary  as  our  source  are,  we 
have  enough  to  trace  the  line  of  descent  directly  from 
Emanuel  Wills,  before  1670,  to  Ann  Wills,  who  was 
born  in  1818,  and  it  is  here  set  forth. 

1.  Emanuel  Wills,  of  Warwick  County,  Virginia, 
sometimes  erroneously  referred  to  as  “the  immigrant,” 
married  Elizabeth  Cary  sometime  prior  to  April  11, 
1670.  She  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  daughters 
of  Col.  Miles  Cary.  The  following  extract  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Council  and  General  Court  of  Colonial 
Virginia 14  is  of  interest  here: 


yliffiBi  wit  ^iihesri  ono  la  Ijiooon  nworisf  izailia*  oiiT 
•  s:ft  ni  ’(lino  jib  z\  siniyriV'  m  alfiW  lo  tmusn 

ri^rfw  t2fcdl  ,5  oii/jI  no,  ,V\MgD  bm'd  huu  ttomioO  -u\T 

H7/o ni  yjilbooj  oi }J  ni  loitsni  &  o*  i  nobiaoqeb  aid 

1 

Yh»;o  odt  ni  niuijpi '?  oJ  stood  oi.-w  ymen  odJ  lo  aiorUO 
br:.,  icH  fill  Mi  V  nisi  tBfiot  now  y;ojJfioo  ilJnootnovos 

rti  bsnoifrs- ir  ,  i  >rs^iiTir:T«  omft  srit  lo  fb-iriW 
;  'li  oiif  1  >  uduio^nq  orir  esw  dqfnr  Biaq  gniognol 

nolle  III  ms  oiojii  bounimoo  bn  a  oJch  yboo  ne  1b  Iru/oO 

-njjco  iua)  Id  alnoosn  oiiduq  sfil  lo  i«oM  .noiJuioYo/1  orfj 

■ 


aaiiiujov  o  /J  (Tmwii.  i  .*  08t  nr  fctro  >.iJ  noin’J  yc!  boinud 
‘jrit  Id  i bum  bra  feovi.a  no  .v  aotnniM  ytnuoD  erf)  to  1 
ai  vo  d  ri'Jvio  ^iimat  alliV/  ailj  Juodr  noitamiotni 


. 

•  * 


rno'il  y  lDO'uij  iaoovob  io  oni’  orfi  oDxnt  ot  rfjjrfono  overf 
Ufa/  or  f  i  nA  uf  c0^r)i  o'i  od  ,<>11/7/  louu&inH 

^diiol  Jos  oi3fl  ji  brui  .8181  ni  mod 

,ainij  ii7  ty  inuoO  bivnoVv  to  r?iiiiW  hrfflam3  'd 

I 

rl  ir.cj/  ot  nohq  fmiilorrog  rib)  lflscfexilfl  fomem 


aio‘f{giiB!)  ss'iifi  eilJ  lo  t*9;>ru/oy  oiit  g&w  ed2  .O^dl 
orfi  xno'ii  JomJxo  gni  r/ollol  oiil  .yisD  8911M  JoD  lo 


‘oiiwlc)  \o  Vme  }  V  \  nta)  bs\n  ii^ivuoO  x\\  \o  isivmWft 


The  Wills  Family  of  England  and  Virginia 


49 


“October  28,  1670 — Col.  Miles  Cary  late  of  Warwick 
County,  by  his  will  amongst  several  bequests  and  legacies, 
directed  a  sale  to  be  made  of  his  two  houses  in  the  City  of 
Bristol  in  the  kingdom  of  England  one  of  them  situated 
in  Ballame  Street  and  the  other  house  situated  in  Saint 
Nicholas  Street  and  that  the  produce  of  money,  they  should 
be  sold  for  should  be  equally  divided  between  his  three 
daughters,  to  wit  Anne,  Bridget  and  Elizabeth  Cary. 
Emanuel  Wills  married  Elizabeth  Cary.  And  they  by  deed 
of  the  11th  of  April  1670  conveyed  to  William  Bassett  of 
the  county  of  New  Kent  all  their  interest  in  the  said 
houses.  Gen.  Ct.  will  book  No.  2  p.  3.”  (Italics  supplied) 

Col.  Miles  Cary,  the  first  of  the  Cary  family  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  was  the  son  of  John  Cary  of  Bristol,  England. 
He  was  born  there  in  1620  and  came  to  Warwick  Coun¬ 
ty  in  1640.  He  married  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Taylor.  During  the  twenty-seven  years  that  he 
lived  in  Virginia  he  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  represented  Warwick  County 
in  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  1659,  was  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  Council  during  the  time  of  Governor  Berkeley, 
and  was  the  Royal  Naval  Officer  for  James  River.  He 
died  in  1667,  survived  by  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Henry  Cary,  Lord  Huns- 
don,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  heir-apparent 
of  the  Barony.45 

2.  Miles  Wills,  the  first  of  many  members  of  the 
Wills  family  of  Virginia  who  later  bore  that  given 
name,  was  the  son  of  Emanuel  Wills  and  Elizabeth 
Cary  (Wills).  He  was  the  Miles  Wills  who,  with  his 
brother,  Emanuel  Wills,  the  younger,  purchased  from 
the  Trustees  of  York  Town  the  land  on  which  the  West 
House  was  built  in  1706.  He  was  elected  to  the  House 
of  Burgesses  which  convened  in  1712  to  fill  the  vacancy 
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caused  by  the  death  of  his  uncle,  William  Cary,  dele¬ 
gate  from  Warwick  County. 4,5  He  lived  in  Mulberry 
Island  and  on  September  4,  1734,  his  petition  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  House  of  Burgesses,  praying  that  he  be 
permitted  to  establish  a  public  ferry  over  the  James 
River,  to  operate  from  his  own  landing  in  Mulberry 
Island,  Warwick  County,  to  Kee’s  Plantation,  in  the 
County  of  Isle  of  Wight.47 

3.  Matthew  Wills,  the  son  of  Miles  Wills,  also  lived 
in  Mulberry  Island.  He  was  born  about  1710.  On  May 
13,  1742,  his  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Burgesses,  praying  that  a  ferry  might  be  “appointed 
from  Mulberry-Island  Point  to  Cocket’s,  in  Isle  of  Wight 
County.”48  In  1744  he  commanded  a  company  of  militia 
at  a  muster,  in  the  course  of  which  one  Litler  Hubbard 
was  wounded.49  On  December  6,  1750,  he  was  one  of 
“his  Majesty’s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Warwick,”  his  associate  justices  being  “John  Lang- 
horne,  Win.  Harwood,  Wm.  Digges,  and  Thos.  Wills 
Jun’r.  Gent.,”50  the  last  named  being  his  first  cousin. 

Again,  in  1752,  this  “Matthew  Wills  Gent.”  was 
sitting  as  a  member  of  the  County  Court  when  the  will 
of  “Thomas  Wills  junior.  Gent,  dec’d”  was  offered  for 
probate.  Benjamin  Wills  qualified  as  Executor  and  an 
appraisement  was  ordered  to  be  made  “of  the  slaves  & 
Personal  Estate  of  Thomas  Wills  jun’r.  Gent,  dec’d.”51 
In  1757  Matthew  Wills  and  Benjamin  Wills,  the  son  of 
“Thomas  Wills  jun’r.  Gent,  dec’d,”  and  others  took  the 
required  oaths  “of  a  Justice  of  the  County  Court  of 
Warwick.”  At  the  same  session  “Matthew  Wills  pro¬ 
duced  a  Commission  appointing  him  Capt.  of  the  First 
Company  of  Soldiers  in  this  County  and  took  the  usual 
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oaths  to  his  Majesty’s  Person  and  Government  and  sub¬ 
scribed  the  Test.”52 

On  January  1,  1761,  the  will  of  “Matthew  Wills 
Gent,  deceased”  was  offered  for  probate,  and  Willis 
Wills  qualified  as  Executor  and  gave  bond  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  his  duties  in  the  rather  substantial 
penalty  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling.53 

4.  Matthew  Wills,  son  of  the  Matthew  Wills  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  was  born  in  Stan¬ 
ley  Hundred,  Warwick  County,  in  1738.  He  married 
Frances  Curtis,  also  of  Warwick  County.  He  was  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  Company  of  the  Virginia  Militia  in  1777  and 
thereafter54  and  was  present  at  the  siege  of  York  Town 
and  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  in  1781.  He  died  in 
1797.55 

5.  Matthew  Wills,  who  lived  in  Warwick  County  in 
his  early  days  and  later  in  York  Town,  was  the  son  of 
the  Matthew  Wills  last  mentioned  above.  He  was  born 
in  1780,  married  Lucy  Jones,  daughter  of  Allen  Jones 
of  York  Town,  September  29,  1801,  and  died  in  1827.5(i 

6.  Ann  (Nancy)  Wills,  daughter  of  Matthew  Wills 
and  Lucy  Jones  (Wills),  was  born  in  1818,  and  died 
in  1882. 57 

So  much  for  those  members  of  the  Wills  family 
whose  names  are  links  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  from 
Emanuel  Wills  (1646)  to  Ann  (Nancy)  Wills  (1818), 
my  grandmother.  Those  who  may  be  interested  in 
other  members  of  the  family  who  lived  in  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century  will  find  the  following  items  worthy 
of  consideration. 

From  the  Warwick  County  records  in  the  Virginia 
State  Library  it  appears  that  “The  minutes  <of  a  court 
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held  for  the  county  of  Warwick,  second  day  of  March, 
in  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  II.,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Anno  Domini  1748,  were 
signed  by  Thomas  Wills,  the  elder,  Gentleman.”58 

On  November  1,  1750,  several  members  of  the  Wills 
family  were  commissioned  as  inspectors  of  tobacco  at 
Denbigh  (the  county  seat  of  government),  their  com¬ 
missions  being  issued  “from  under  the  hand  of  Thomas 
Lee,  president  iof  the  Colony.”59 

The  members  of  the  family  appear  to  have  done  well 
their  parts  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Among 
those  who  served  in  the  Virginia  Continental  Line,  some 
of  them  from  Warwick  County  and  others  from  Isle  of 
Wight,  just  across  the  James  River,  were  Anthony  Wills , 
Edward  Wills,  George  Wills,  Henry  Wills,  Jeremiah 
Wills,  John  Wills,  John  G.  Wills,  and  Lewis  Wills.60 
Captain  Thomas  Wills,  believed  to  have  been  a  younger 
brother  of  Captain  Matthew  Wills  (1738-1797),  was 
Captain  of  Company  No.  8,  Daniel  Morgan’s  11th  and 
15th  Virginia  Regiments  as  they  stood  from  May  31, 
1777,  to  November  30,  1778.61  He  took  part  in  most  of 
the  battles  in  which  General  Morgan’s  command  was 
engaged  and  had  the  distinction  and  the  satisfaction  of 
being  present  at  both  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  (1777) 
and  the  final  triumph  at  Yorktown  (1781).  He  married 
Angelica  Cary  and  died  in  1802. 

One  wonders  if  the  Anthony  Wills  of  the  Virginia 
Continental  Line  was  a  lineal  descendant,  and  his 
parents  knew  that  he  was,  of  that  Anthony  Wills  of 
Southwarke,  in  Surry  County,  who  appeared  before 
the  Governor  and  Council  in  1632,  and  of  that  earlier 
Anthony  Wills  who  resided  in  the  Town  of  Saltashe, 
County  Cornwall,  England,  near  the  end  of  the  fif- 
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teenth  century.  The  frequent  recurrence  of  the  name, 
not  a  usual  one,  would  seem  to  indicate  a  direct  line 
of  descent. 

From  their  early  seat  in  Warwick  County  the  Wills 
family  spread  across  the  James  River  into  Isle  of  Wight 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century  and  for  many  years 
were  active  in  the  affairs  of  that  county.  The  name  of 
John  Wills  appears  on  the  records  of  Isle  of  Wight  as 
early  as  the  year  1700  and  a  Matthew  Wills  was  a 
member  of  the  vestry  of  “the  Old  Brick  Church”  (St. 
Luke’s)  in  1724,  as  were  John  Wills  and  Miles  Wills 
at  later  dates.62 

From  those  last  mentioned,  the  line  of  descent  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight  branch  of  the  Wills  family  runs  down 
to  John  Scasbrooke  Wills,  perhaps  the  most  prominent 
of  them  all.  He  was  a  Captain  of  Militia  and  also  Sheriff 
of  Isle  of  Wight  in  1772  and  represented  that  county  in 
the  Virginia  Conventions  of  1774  and  1776.  He  became 
a  Major  of  Militia  in  1775,  served  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  York  Town  in  1781.  After  the  war  he 
became  a  Brigadier  General  of  Militia  and  held  several 
posts  of  importance  in  the  political  life  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.03  He  died  in  1794  and  his  will  was  admitted 
to  probate  on  July  4th  of  that  year.04 

The  male  line  of  the  branch  >of  the  Wills  family  on 
the  lower  Peninsula  of  Virginia  has  now  long  been 
extinct.  The  will  of  a  John  Wills,  believed  to  have  been 
a  son  of  Captain  Thomas  Wills,  was  probated  on  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1803,  in  the  Chancery  Court  of  the  City  of 
Williamsburg.65  He  left  a  son,  Miles  Cary  Wills,  who 
was  living  in  Warwick  County  as  late  as  1810.  From 
that  time  the  records  are  silent. 

The  section  from  Charles  City  down  to  where  is  now 
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the  City  of  Newport  News  was  practically  devastated 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  its  recovery  was 
slow.  The  seat  of  the  State  Government  had  been 
moved  from  Williamsburg  to  Richmond,  York  Town 
had  lost  its  importance  as  a  seaport,  Jamestown  was  in 
ruins,  the  continued  cultivation  of  tobacco  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years,  with  nothing  done  in  the  way 
of  fertilization  or  crop  rotation,  had  impoverished  the 
soil,  and  there  was  little  to  induce  young  men  of  energy 
and  ambition  to  remain  there.  So,  most  of  them  moved 
away  to  places  that  offered  brighter  prospects  for  the 
future,  and  as  the  members  of  the  older  generation 
passed  away  the  names  of  many  .of  the  families  that 
had  been  long  prominent  in  the  area  were  known  there 
no  more.  The  few  who  bore  the  name  of  Wills  and 
remained  there  soon  sank  into  obscurity. 
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“A  VERY  PARTICULAR  KIND 

OF  JONES.” 
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For  the  benefit  of  those  descendants  of  Ann  Wills  who 
may  be  interested  in  knowing  more  of  who  some  of 
their  ancestors  were,  as  well  as  who  some  of  their  living 
relatives  are,  the  following  information  as  to  her  ma¬ 
ternal  ancestry  and  her  immediate  family  is  given  here. 

It  may  seem  that  undue  emphasis  is  laid  upon  the 
Jones  line,  but  there  is  a  reason  for  it.  In  the  summer 
of  1899  my  mother  and  I  were  in  Yorktown  and  called 
upon  an  ancient  lady  whose  name  I  will  not  mention 
but  whom  Mother  addressed  as  “Cousin.”  When  we 
were  leaving,  after  a  pleasant  visit,  she  said  to  me,  with 
great  earnestness:  “I  am  glad  you  have  come  to  see  me 
and  before  you  leave  I  must  tell  you  something,  because 
I  am  very  old  and  we  may  not  meet  again.  You  have 
many  relatives  on  your  mother’s  side  who  are  either 
named  Jones  or  are  descendants  of  people  of  that  name 
who  lived  in  York  County.  Never  forget  this:  Jones  is 
a  quite  usual  name,  but  we  are  a  very  particular  kind 
of  Jones”  I  learned  later  that  she  was  right. 

Lucy  Jones,  who  married  Matthew  Wills  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  Ann  Wills,  was  a  daughter  of 
Allen  Jones  and  his  wife,  Lucy  Moss,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Edward  Moss  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Goodwin.00  The  little  baby  chair,  always  referred  to  as 
“the  bobby-chair,”  which  has  come  down  through  at 
least  six  generations  and  is  now  owned  by  my  daughter, 
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Elizabeth  (given  to  her  by  my  mother),  once  belonged 
to  Lucy  Moss,  the  mother  of  Lucy  Jones,  when  she  was 
a  little  girl,  so  it  is  now  well  over  two  hundred  years 
old  and  is  being  presently  used  by  the  youngest  of  my 
seven  grandchildren,  Elizabeth  Langhorne  Woodroof, 
born  March  13,  1959. 

Allen  Jones  was  a  merchant,  dealing  in  the  export 
and  import  trade  with  the  London  merchants,0*  and 
was  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate  in  York  and 
James  City  counties,  including  the  plantations  known 
as  Skipwith’s  and  Russell’s.  At  the  time  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  he  owned  several  large  warehouses  located  on 
the  west  side  of  the  street  in  Yorktown,  running  down 
to  the  public  wharf.  During  the  siege  they  were  used 
as  hospitals  by  the  troops  of  Cornwallis,  and  after  the 
surrender  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  soldiers  of  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Rochambeau.  Dr.  Corbin  Griffin,  whose 
name  appears  elsewhere  in  this  sketch,  was  a  surgeon 
there.08 

From  relatives  who  were  in  their  latter  years  when 
I  was  a  youth,  some  sixty  years  ago,  I  learned  much 
about  Allen  Jones  and  his  contemporaries.  He  and  the 
Matthew  Wills,  whose  son  Matthew  married  Lucy 
Jones,  were  business  associates  and  close  friends  and 
were  men  of  considerable  property  who  lived  well,  so 
well  in  fact  that  they  were  frequently  referred  to  by 
their  neighbors,  half  facetiously  and  half  in  admiration, 
as  “The  Duke  of  York”  and  “The  Earl  of  Warwick.” 

Anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Jones  family 
of  York  and  Warwick  counties  will  find  the  search  for 
information  to  be  a  task  that  presents  few  difficulties. 
The  magazines  that  carry  such  information,  including 
The  William  and  Mary  Quarterly ,  Tyler's  Quarterly , 
and  The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography , 
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contain  much  that  is  both  interesting  and  reliable.  We 
must  not  digress  farther  from  our  subject,  but  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  the  line  runs  back  from  Allen  Jones 
to  the  Reverend  Roland  Jones  who  was  the  first  minister 
of  Bruton  Parish  in  Williamsburg,  which  he  served 
from  1674  until  his  death  in  1688.  “ Pastor  Primus 
Delectissimus 

One  whose  name  will  stand  out  in  any  history  of  the 
family  is  that  dynamic  personality,  William  B.  Jones, 
long  known  all  over  the  Peninsula  as  “Hell-Cat  Billy.” 
He  was  graduated  from  William  and  Mary  College  in 
1847,  was  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
and  served  on  the  staff  of  Major  General  John  B. 
Magruder  (“Prince  John”)  during  the  Peninsula  Cam¬ 
paign,  in  1862.  He  was  Clerk  of  Warwick  County  for 
many  years.  His  home  in  Mulberry  Island  was  known 
as  “The  Ranch.”  He  was  fond  of  horses,  rode  often  to 
the  hounds,  and  drove  a  pair  of  fine  bays  known  far 
and  wide  as  Tom  and  Jerry.  After  the  lapse  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  his  name  is  legend  and  many  stories  of  his 
doings  are  still  current,  but  this  is  not  the  place  for 
them. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  know  personally  the  late 
Dr.  Sheldon  Jones,  grandson  of  Allen  Jones,  an  alumnus 
of  the  University  of  Virginia  who  left  his  studies  there 
in  1861  to  join  the  Confederate  Army,  in  which  he 
served  with  distinction  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  field  of  education  and  was  for  many  years 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  City  of  Newport  News. 
His  son,  the  late  Allan  D.  Jones,  an  able  member  of  the 
Virginia  Bar,  was  born  in  York  County  in  1875,  was 
graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  Richmond  College 
in  1900,  and  practiced  law  in  Newport  News  until  his 
death  in  1954.  He  was  at  one  time  Special  Assistant  to 
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the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  and  later  was 
Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  for  the  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce.  Like  his  father,  he 
was  known  for  his  strikingly  handsome  appearance  and 
his  unfailing  courtesy.  To  know  those  two  gentlemen 
was  a  privilege,  and  made  me  realize  that  they  were 
indeed  members  of  a  family  who  could  say  with  truth: 
uwe  are  a  very  particular  kind  of  Jones  .” 
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THE  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  OF  ANN 

(nancy;  wills 


A  few  words  here  in  regard  to  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  Ann  (Nancy)  Wills  will  not  be  amiss,  for  reasons 
which  will  appear  later.  As  stated,  Matthew  Wills  and 
Lucy  Jones  were  married  on  September  29,  1801. 
Matthew  Wills  died  in  1827  and  Lucy  Jones  in  1849. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  of  whom 
only  five  lived  to  be  grown.  They  were: 

Lucy  Ann  Wills,  born  July  4,  1802,  and  died  in 
infancy. 

Mildred  Cary  Wills,  born  August  26,  1803. 

Ann  Eliza  Wills,  born  July  4,  1805,  and  died 
November  7,  1810. 

Frances  Curtis  Wills,  born  March  12,  1807. 

Lucy  Servant  Wills,  born  March  3,  1809. 

Mary  Shepard  Wills,  born  January  7,  1811,  and 
died  in  infancy. 

Sally  Howard  Wills,  born  October  1,  1812. 

Henry  Filmer  Wills,  born  July  1,  1814,  and  lived 
only  two  days. 

Ann  (Nancy)  Wills,  born  in  1818  and  died  in 
1882. 

Miles  Wills,  died  in  infancy. 

Thomas  Scasbrooke  Wills,  died  in  infancy. 

Carter  Langhorne  Wills,  died  in  early  childhood. 
Matthew  Wills,  who  also  died  in  early  childhood. 
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The  information  as  to  the  first  eight  children  listed 
above  is  taken  from  a  page  cut  from  the  Wills  Family 
Bible,  which  was  given  to  me  by  my  mother  and  is 
still  in  my  possession.  A  copy  appears  in  the  Appendix. 
The  story  of  this  loose  page  as  told  to  me  by  my  mother, 
is  that  Ann  Wills  (Salter),  as  were  most  of  the  ladies 
of  her  time,  was  quite  sensitive  on  the  subject  of  her 
age;  so  much  so  that  at  sometime  in  the  middle  years 
of  her  life  she  removed  this  page  from  the  Family  Bible 
and  then  tore  off  the  lower  portion  where  the  record 
of  her  birth  appeared.  The  information  as  to  the  last 
four  children  listed  is  taken  from  the  letter  of  my 
cousin,  Mrs.  Frances  Lee  Booker,  a  copy  of  which  can 
be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

So  we  see  that  but  five  of  those  thirteen  children 
lived  past  the  years  of  early  childhood,  a  fact  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  frightful  rate  of  infant  mortality  that  pre¬ 
vailed  in  those  days,  even  in  families  of  the  well-to-do, 
and  which  was  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  by  all. 
Many  of  the  childhood  diseases  that  today  are  regarded 
as  little  more  than  annoyances  were  fatal  then,  and 
the  crude  remedies  that  were  applied  in  many  cases 
interfered  with  nature’s  healing  processes  and  aggra¬ 
vated  the  very  conditions  they  were  designed  to  relieve. 

While  but  five  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Matthew 
Wills  and  Lucy  Jones  (Wills)  survived  the  perils  that 
beset  the  children  of  their  day  and  age,  those  Five  led 
long  and  useful  lives.  They  were  known  and  spoken  of 
as  “the  five  handsome  daughters  -of  Matthew  Wills.” 
Mildred  Cary  Wills  married  Captain  Nathaniel  Taylor 
of  “Taylor’s  Neck,”  York  County,  on  August  25,  1822; 
Frances  Curtis  Wills  married  Baker  P.  Lee,  Sr.,  of 
“Bryorfield,”  Warwick  County,  on  March  20,  1828; 
Lucy  Servant  Wills  married  William  Gillem  (Gilliam) 
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and  afterwards  lived  in  Ohio;  Sally  Howard  Wills 
married  George  Perkins,  of  York  County;  and  Ann 
(Nancy)  Wills  married  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter,  of 
York  Town,  on  December  24,  1843. 69  All  five  of  those 
marriages  were  blessed  with  children,  many  of  whose 
descendants  are  living  in  Virginia. 
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MR.  SALTER,  SCHOOLMASTER 


In  the  year  following  his  marriage  to  Ann  Wills,  feel¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time  the  weight  .of  responsibility  that 
comes  to  all  who  enter  the  matrimonial  state  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  a  family  that  had  already 
begun  to  increase  in  numbers,  Corbin  Salter  turned 
away  from  the  legal  profession  and  entered  the  field 
of  education,  in  which  he  was  to  labor  for  the  next 
ensuing  forty-six  years.  As  every  lawyer  knows,  the 
income  of  the  general  practitioner  is  an  uncertain  quan¬ 
tity  at  best;  his  receipts  in  any  given  year  may  be  half 
or  twice  what  they  were  in  the  preceding  year  or  will 
be  in  the  year  next  to  come.  Certainly,  York  County  in 
1844  was  not  a  field  in  which  those  receipts  could  ever 
be  great  in  amount.  So,  partly  for  economic  reasons, 
but  principally  because  he  was  a  “born  teacher”  and 
not  particularly  well  suited  to  lead  the  life  of  a  lawyer, 
the  change  was  made  and  his  career  as  a  teacher  began 
in  October,  1844. 

To  impress  prospective  patrons,  testimonials  from 
some  of  his  former  teachers  at  William  and  Mary 
College  were  sought  and  received.  Four  .of  them  were 
then  included  in  a  prospectus  of  the  new  enterprise, 
printed  as  a  handbill  on  a  single  page.  How  many  of 
those  handbills  were  circulated  we  do  not  know,  but  a 
part  of  one  of  them  is  before  me.  This  page  was  long 
ago  either  torn  in  two,  or  broken  at  the  fold,  from  top 
to  bottom,  so  that  we  have  complete  copies  of  two  of 
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the  letters  and  but  half  of  each  of  the  other  two  with 
no  single  line  intact.  I  quote  the  two  which  are  com¬ 
plete,  one  from  President  Dew  and  the  other  from 
Professor  Millington;  the  other  two,  one  from  Judge  N. 
Beverley  Tucker  and  the  other  from  Professor  C.  de  La 
Pena,  though  mutilated,  were  evidently  couched  in 
highly  complimentary  terms. 

“I  take  pleasure  in  stating,  that  Mr.  Salter  was  for  two 
years  a  student  of  our  College. 

He  was,  during  the  period  of  his  connection  with  our 
College,  exemplary  in  his  deportment,  and  a  successful 
student.  He  has  taken  the  degree  L.B.  in  this  Institution, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  his  habits  remain  the  same  as 
when  at  this  College,  he  will  make  a  successful  teacher. 

Signed  '  T.  R.  DEW 

Pres’t  Wm.  &  Mary  College” 

“It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that  Mr.  G.  L. 
Corbin  Salter,  of  York,  conducted  himself  during  the  two 
sessions  he  remained  a  student  in  William  &  Mary  College, 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  As  he  was  an  inmate  (as 
a  boarder)  in  my  family  during  this  time,  I  had  ample 
opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  his  character, 
and  can  therefore  speak  with  confidence  as  to  his  moral 
qualifications.  He  attended  my  classes,  with  success,  and  I 
always  found  him  a  close  and  attentive  student,  and  of 
that  turn  of  mind,  which  in  my  opinion  gives  him  eminent 
qualifications  to  become  an  excellent  teacher. 

JOHN  MILLINGTON, 

Prof’r.  of  Chemistry  and  Nat’l.  Phil’y. 
in  Wm.  and  Mary  College,  Va. 

26th  October,  1844.” 

The  wisdom  of  the  change  in  vocation  was  soon 
demonstrated.  Corbin  Salter’s  venture  as  the  head  of 
a  private  school  was  successful  from  the  start.  My 
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mother,  in  her  sketch  referred  to  above,  says  that  the 
school  was  located  “in  front  of  the  Nelson  House”  and 
I  assume  that  she  means  that  it  was  across  the  street 
from  there. 

When  Corbin  Salter  and  Ann  Wills  were  married  in 
December  of  1843,  he  moved  out  of  his  old  home,  as 
we  are  told  by  Mrs.  Sally  Nelson  Welton  in  her  letter  to 
Mother,  found  in  the  Appendix.  This  was  but  natural, 
for,  commodious  as  the  Nelson  House  was,  it  was  yet 
too  small,  as  it  is  well  known  that  in  all  recorded  his¬ 
tory  no  house  has  ever  been  large  enough  to  be  happily 
occupied  simultaneously  by  two  ladies,  however  graci¬ 
ous,  each  of  whom  might  be  properly  addressed  as  “the 
lady  of  the  house,”  and  be  it  remembered  that  William 
Nelson,  Jr.,  in  1844,  had  remarried,  his  second  wife 
being  a  Mrs.  Whiting,  a  widow  who  was  formerly  a 
Miss  Sheild,  of  York  County.70  Quite  naturally  too,  both 
Corbin  Salter  and  Ann  Wills,  being  persons  of  inde¬ 
pendent  spirit,  preferred  to  live  in  a  home  they  could 
call  their  own. 

Among  my  mother’s  papers  relating  to  the  Salter 
family  and  now  in  my  possession  is  a  printed  handbill, 
approximately  eight  by  ten  inches  in  size  and  rather 
ornately  done,  one  of  many  that  Corbin  Salter  had 
made  for  use  in  advertising  his  school.  It  is  dated 
August  21st,  1845,  and  is  highly  informative.  A  copy 
of  it  is  in  the  Appendix.  There  were  no  public  schools, 
as  we  know  them,  in  Virginia  in  those  days  and  Corbin 
Salter’s  “MALE  AND  FEMALE  SEMINARY  in  York- 
town,  Virginia,”  was  the  only  school  ,of  its  kind  be¬ 
tween  Hampton  and  Williamsburg.  It  is  particularly 
interesting  to  note  the  variety  of  subjects  taught  and 
the  sound  content  of  the  curriculum.  Note  too  that  the 
modest  sum  of  $120  was  sufficient  to  pay  “For  Board 
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and  Tuition  in  all  Branches”  for  the  entire  session  of 
ten  months.  Pause,  gentle  reader,  especially  if  you 
have  a  child  attending  a  private  school,  and  contem¬ 
plate  the  fall  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  American 
dollar  in  the  hundred  and  fifteen  years  that  have 
passed  since  then! 

The  “MALE  AND  FEMALE  SEMINARY”  grew 
and  prospered  under  the  wise  administration  of  Mr. 
Salter,  and  his  reputation  as  a  schoolmaster  of  the  first 
order  was  soon  firmly  established.  Thenceforth  he  was 
always  to  be  spoken  of  as  “Mr.  Salter.”  I  have  heard 
him  so  referred  to  many  times  by  his  former  students, 
not  a  few  of  whom  were  living  in  my  earlier  years, 
and  I  noted  then  the  tone  of  affectionate  regard  and 
even  of  reverence  in  which  his  name  was  spoken.  The 
title  of  “Professor”  was  then  reserved  for  members  of 
a  college  faculty  and  that  now  much-abused  appel¬ 
lation  was  one  of  dignity. 

In  July,  1846,  Charles  J.  Fox,  Mr.  Salter’s  nephew, 
was  graduated  from  William  and  Mary  College  and  in 
October  of  that  year  became  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  Mr.  Salter’s  school.  Ann  Wills  (Salter)  proved  her¬ 
self  to  be  not  only  a  competent  housewife  but  a  great 
help  in  the  conduct  of  the  school,  a  true  helpmate.  By 
the  year  1855  the  school  had  reached  the  limit  of  its 
possible  growth,  considering  its  location,  and  it  was  but 
natural  that  a  wider  field  should  be  sought  in  which 
Mr.  Salter’s  talents  could  be  put  to  greater  use  and  the 
needs  of  his  growing  family  better  supplied.  The  popu¬ 
lation  .of  York  County  in  1850  was  but  4,460  souls; 
the  seminary  in  Williamsburg,  which  occupied  the  old 
Capitol  at  the  eastern  end  of  Duke  of  Gloucester  Street, 
offered  strong  competition;  and  there  were  other  schools 
in  nearby  Hampton  and  Gloucester.  So,  with  the  com- 
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mencement  exercises  held  in  July,  1855,  the  doors  of 
the  “MALE  AND  FEMALE  SEMINARY”  were  closed. 

In  the  eleven  years  that  elapsed  following  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Corbin  Salter  and  Ann  Wills  they  were  blessed 
with  seven  children,  viz.:  William,  Frances,  Catherine, 
Hewitt,  Emma,  Effie  and  Eva  May,  the  first  four  of 
whom  died  in  early  childhood.71 
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In  the  summer  of  1855  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salter  and  their 
three  little  girls,  Emma,  Effie  and  Eva  May,  moved  to 
Richmond,  and  he  opened  a  school  for  boys  there  in 
September,  with  Charles  J.  Fox  as  his  assistant.  With 
them  came  one  of  whom  I  have  heard  my  mother  and 
my  Aunts  Effie  and  Eva  speak  many  times  and  always 
in  terms  of  praise  and  endearment — “Mammy  Lizzie.” 
Lizzie’s  people  had  for  generations  belonged  to  the 
Wills  family,  she  and  Ann  Wills  were  about  the  same 
age,  and  when  “Miss  Nancy”  became  the  bride  of  Mr. 
Corbin  Salter  on  Christmas  Eve,  1843,  she  became  a 
part  of  the  Salter  household  and  continued  so  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  about  1880.  She  was  more  than 
a  servant — she  was  an  institution.  May  God  rest  her 
gentle,  faithful  soul! 

To  properly  house  his  family  and  also  provide  suit¬ 
able  quarters  for  his  school,  Mr.  Salter  occupied  a 
rather  pretentious  house  on  the  east  side  of  Fourth 
Street,  between  Broad  and  Marshall  Streets.7” 

To  the  Salter  family,  the  change  from  the  quiet 
village  of  Yorktown,  where  most  thought  was  on 
memories  of  the  past,  to  the  thriving  and  growing  city 
of  Richmond,  where  most  thought  was  on  the  affairs 
of  the  present  and  the  prospects  of  the  future,  was  like 
moving  into  another  world.  Not  only  was  Richmond 
the  capital  city  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  was  the  largest 
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city  as  well,  with  a  population  of  37,000.  Not  only  was 
it  the  seat  of  government;  it  was  also  the  center  of  the 
economic,  cultural,  and  educational  life  of  Virginia, 
and  indeed  of  the  entire  South.  Many  of  the  fine  old 
families  of  the  State  had  left  their  country  homes  and 
taken  up  residence  in  Richmond,  and  even  now,  more 
than  a  hundred  years  later,  Richmond  is  frequently 
spoken  of  as  a  city  with  country  ways  and  many  a 
Richmonder  refers  with  a  certain  pride  to  the  county 
from  which  his  forebears  came  as  “my  home  county” 
and  makes  it  a  point  to  return  to  it  at  least  once  each 
year,  preferably  at  Christmas  time  or  during  the 
summer  season. 

The  educational  needs  of  the  population  were  well 
provided  for,  at  both  the  lower  and  the  upper  levels. 
There  were  numerous  private  schools  and  academies 
whose  names  will  be  found  in  the  various  editions  of 
the  Richmond  City  Directory  of  the  period.  Many  of 
these  were  denominational  in  character,  among  them 
being  the  Female  Seminary  of  which  the  Presbyterian 
Divine,  Dr.  Moses  D.  Hoge,  was  the  headmaster,  and 
the  school  for  young  ladies  under  the  supervision  of  a 
Mrs.  Mead,  under  the  influence  of  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Richmond  College,  under  Baptist  in¬ 
fluence,  founded  in  1834,  was  located  between  Rylaiul 
and  Lombardy  Streets  in  what  was  then  the  far  West 
End  of  the  city;  the  School  of  Medicine  at  Hampden- 
Sydney  College  had  been  moved  to  Richmond  in  1838, 
was  housed  in  the  then  new  “Egyptian  Building,”  and 
was  increasing  rapidly  in  size  and  influence.  The  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  established  in  1812  at  Hampden- 
Sydney,  was  to  come  later. 

The  best  description  of  Richmond  when  the  Salter 
family  located  there  is  found  in  that  excellent  and  de- 
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lightful  book,  Richmond:  The  Capital  of  Virginia:  Its 
History ,  by  John  F.  Little,  M.  D.,  published  in  1851  and 
reprinted  in  1932  by  The  Dietz  Press,  of  Richmond, 
Virginia.  It  first  appeared  as  a  series  of  essays  in  The 
Southern  Literary  Messenger ,  from  October  1851  to 
June  1852.  Actually,  it  is  more  descriptive  than  histori¬ 
cal  and  is  a  word  picture,  complete  and  accurate,  of  the 
city,  its  people  and  their  mode  of  life  at  the  end  of  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

On  July  1,  1856,  there  arrived  in  the  Salter  home 
the  last  of  the  eight  children  of  Corbin  Salter  and  Ann 
Wills  (Salter) — Nancy  Corbin  Salter,  my  mother.  It  is 
to  her  that  I  am  indebted,  with  much  other,  for  a  great 
deal  of  the  information  that  this  sketch  contains.  She 
was  a  great  pet  and  especial  care  of  “Mammy  Lizzie” 
and  the  two  of  them  constituted  a  sort  of  mutual  ad¬ 
miration  society  that  lasted  while  they  lived. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Salter’s  school  grew  in  repu¬ 
tation  and  in  enrollment  and  larger  quarters  became 
necessary.  So,  in  1860  he  purchased  a  home  on  Clay 
Street,  between  First  and  Second  Streets,73  and  there  he 
both  lived  and  taught  until  1869. 74  In  February,  1858, 
he  began  teaching  evening  classes  in  The  Virginia 
Mechanics’  Institute,  located  on  the  west  side  of  North 
Ninth  Street,  between  Main  and  Franklin  Streets.  It 
seems  that  he  particularly  enjoyed  his  work  there,  as 
he  often  referred  to  it  in  after  years  as  one  of  the  most 
satisfying  experiences  of  his  long  career  as  a  teacher. 
That  his  efforts  were  appreciated  by  his  students  is 
apparent  from  the  following  extract  from  the  sketch 
written  by  my  mother  in  1932,  referred  to  above: 
“When  he  resigned  there  about  20  of  the  pupils  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  lovely  family  Bible  which  he  gave 
to  my  eldest  sister  when  she  married.” 
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Then  came  “THE  WAR.”  In  the  minds  of  most  Vir¬ 
ginians,  and  all  Richmonders,  that  expression  has  but 
one  meaning — the  War  Between  the  States — and  to 
this  day  when  one  says  that  some  event  happened  “be¬ 
fore  the  War”  or  “since  the  War”  it  is  understood  that 
it  happened  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  period  1861- 
1865.  In  the  Spanish-American  War,  in  World  War  I, 
in  World  War  II,  and  in  the  Korean  War,  Virginians 
have  done  well  their  parts,  but  “The  War”  means  the 
war,  the  one  that  counted  most,  which  Virginia  entered 
upon  with  desperate  sincerity  and  fought  to  the  point 
of  complete  exhaustion. 

We  will  not  dwell  upon  that  tragic  period  here.  The 
story  of  it  has  been  told  many  times  and  is  well  known. 
We  are  now,  in  1960,  upon  the  verge  of  a  nation-wide 
observance  of  what  in  Northern  quarters  is  variously 
spoken  .of  as  “The  War  of  the  Rebellion”  or  “The  Civil 
War,”  and  in  the  South  as  “The  War  Between  the 
States”  or  “The  War  for  Southern  Independence.”  It 
may  be  well  to  observe  it,  but  certainly  there  is  insuffi¬ 
cient  cause  for  celebration ,  for  it  did  little  more  than 
lend  credence  to  Napoleon’s  statement  that  “God  is 
always  on  the  side  of  the  heavier  artillery”  and  demon¬ 
strate  that  the  pronouncement  in  “THE  UNANIMOUS 
DECLARATION  of  the  thirteen  united  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,”  of  July  4,  1776,  to  the  effect  that  govern¬ 
ments  derive  “their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of 
the  governed,”  was  just  an  embroidered  phrase. 
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When  Richmond  became  the  capital  city  of  The 
Confederate  States  .of  America  in  1861  the  building 
occupied  by  The  Virginia  Mechanics’  Institute  was 
taken  over  for  use  by  the  War  Department  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  that  purpose  until  it  was  destroyed  in 
the  fire  that  followed  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the 
Confederate  forces  on  April  3,  1865.  Being  without 
quarters  in  which  to  operate,  and  most  of  its  students 
having  entered  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  the  activities  of  the  Institute  were  suspended 
and  were  not  resumed  until  1884. 

Mr.  Salter  continued  teaching  in  his  school  on  Clay 
Street,  but  pupils  were  few  and  distractions  were  many. 
Before  the  end  of  the  year  1861  he  was  appointed  to  a 
position  in  the  Passport  Office  of  the  War  Department, 
and  so  found  himself  again  working  in  the  same  build¬ 
ing  in  which  he  had  met  his  classes  in  The  Virginia 
Mechanics  Institute,  and  there  he  served  until  the  end 
of  the  war. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard,  largely  com¬ 
posed  of  boys  under  military  age  and  men  past  middle 
age,  and  saw  frequent  service  with  that  unit  in  the 
defense  .of  Richmond.  He  actively  participated  in  the 
repulse  of  Dahlgren’s  Raid  on  March  1,  1864,  and  in 
the  fight  at  Fort  Harrison,  and  it  was  this  service, 
vouched  for  by  some  of  his  comrades  in  arms,  that  my 
mother  relied  upon  when  she  applied  for  membership 
in  The  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  many 
years  later.  As  he  was  a  good  shot  with  a  rifle  and  did 
whatever  he  did  with  zest  and  thoroughness,  we  may 
assume,  I  think,  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  perma¬ 
nent  stay  in  Virginia  of  more  than  one  invader  who 
had  intended  his  visit  here  to  be  only  temporary. 

As  the  war  dragged  on  its  weary  length  life  in  the 
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beleaguered  capital  of  the  Confederacy  became  more 
and  more  difficult.  With  the  gradual  tightening  of  the 
blockade  of  Southern  ports,  many  things  that  had  been 
taken  for  granted  became  scarce,  and  finally  impossible 
to  obtain.  The  substitutes  for  those  things,  especially 
in  the  field  of  medicine,  devised  by  the  people  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  furnish  material  for  a  story  of  absorbing  interest. 
I  heard  so  much  of  it  in  my  childhood  years,  and  so 
deep  were  the  impressions  made  on  my  young  mind, 
that  even  now  I  sometimes  catch  myself  half  wonder¬ 
ing  for  the  moment  whether  I  actually  lived  through 
those  days  or  only  heard  about  them  from  others. 

In  the  government  offices,  in  the  hospitals,  in  the 
munitions  factories,  at  the  sewing  tables,  and  indeed 
wherever  they  could  render  service  to  the  cause,  the 
women  of  Richmond  worked  unceasingly  and  effective¬ 
ly.  Social  distinctions  completely  faded  out,  as  Mrs. 
Judith  Brockenbrough  McGuire  wrote  in  her  diary  in 
1861:  44 All  ages,  all  conditions,  meet  now  on  one  com¬ 
mon  platform.  We  must  all  work  for  our  country.” 

When  the  ambulances  began  bringing  into  Rich¬ 
mond  the  hundreds  of  wounded  from  the  First  Battle 
of  Manassas,  it  was  realized  that  the  hospital  facilities 
provided  were  woefully  inadequate.  Then  Miss  Sally 
Tompkins  opened  her  hospital,  known  as  The  Robertson 
Hospital  because  it  was  housed  in  the  home  of  Hon. 
John  Robertson,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Third  and 
Main  Streets,  and  soon  earned  the  title  of  “The  Florence 
Nightingale  of  the  Confederacy.”  She  devoted  a  great 
part  of  her  private  fortune  to  the  equipment  and  run¬ 
ning  expenses  of  her  hospital,  and  the  first  attendants 
there  were  her  own  servants.  These  were  soon  replaced 
by  “The  Ladies  of  the  Robertson  Hospital,”  dedicated 
women  who,  though  without  formal  training  for  the 
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task,  rendered  efficient  service  marked  by  courage  and 
devotion. 

When  the  Confederate  States  Government  assumed 
control  of  the  military  hospital  situation  in  Richmond 
in  September,  1861,  there  was  talk  of  closing  The 
Robertson  Hospital,  but  so  excellent  was  its  record  and 
so  great  was  the  protest  against  such  a  move,  that 
President  Davis  solved  the  problem  by  issuing  to  Miss 
Sally  Tompkins  the  only  military  commission  ever 
issued  to  a  woman  by  The  Confederate  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  she  became  a  “Captain  of  Cavalry,  Unassigned,” 
on  September  9,  1861.  Ever  after,  she  was  known  as 
“Captain  Sally  Tompkins.”  Her  hospital  continued  in 
operation  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and, 
to  the  very  end,  it  typified  the  spirit  of  Southern  wo¬ 
manhood  that  prompted  the  lines,  by  Stephen  Vincent 
Benet: 


“The  gentlemen  fought  and  the  gentlemen  died, 

But  she  was  the  South’s  incarnate  pride; 

And  she  mended  the  broken  gentlemen 
And  sent  them  out  to  the  war  again.” 

Among  the  most  vivid  memories  that  Mother  had  of 
the  war  period  were  those  of  her  visits  to  the  hospitals 
with  her  mother  and  Mammy  Lizzie,  carrying  baskets 
of  food,  bandages,  such  medicines  as  were  available, 
reading  matter,  and  whatever  else  they  could  find  that 
would  be  helpful  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
And  not  the  least  important  of  those  memories  was 
that  of  seeing,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  Captain 
Sally  Tompkins,  with  her  little  black  reticule,  just  as 
we  see  her  in  her  pictures. 

My  mother  was  always  a  keenly  observant  person, 
with  an  unusually  sensitive  mind  and  a  retentive 
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memory.  As  might  be  expected  of  such  a  child  the 
scenes  and  events  of  the  war  period  were  indelibly 
impressed  on  her  mind,  and  her  memories  of  them 
seemed  to  become  sharper  with  the  passing  years.  For 
illustration:  one  summer  evening  in  1940,  when  she 
was  in  her  eighty-fifth  year,  we  were  driving  west  on 
Monument  Avenue  and  stopped  at  its  intersection  with 
the  Boulevard  to  wait  for  the  traffic  light  to  change. 
She  was  seated  on  the  left  side  of  the  rear  seat  of  the 
car  and  was  looking  intently  at  the  equestrian  statue 
of  General  “Stonewall*’  Jackson,  in  the  center  of  the 
intersection.  Suddenly  she  exclaimed,  in  the  tone  one 
uses  at  the  sight  of  an  old  acquaintance  after  a  long 
separation:  “That  is  a  perfect  likeness  of  General  Jack- 
son  on  that  horse!”  When  I  asked  her  when,  if  ever, 
she  had  seen  General  Jackson  on  a  horse,  she  replied, 
almost  indignantly:  “ Certainly ,  I  saw  him.  It  was  just 
about  a  month  before  his  death.  Mammy  Lizzie  was 
taking  my  sister  Eva  and  me  to  the  Capitol  Square  to 
play  with  some  of  the  other  children.  All  at  once 
Mammy  Lizzie  said,  ‘Look,  Nancy,  there  comes  General 
Jackson.’  We  were  right  by  the  western  gate  of  the 
Square.  Sure  enough,  there  was  General  Jackson  on 
his  horse,  trotting  along  by  St.  Paul’s  Church.  He 
passed  so  near  to  me  that  I  could  have  touched  his 
stirrup.  He  rode  over  to  the  Capitol  and  we  went  in 
the  Square  after  he  had  passed.  There  were  a  lot  of 
hitching  posts  around  the  Capitol.  Some  soldiers  were 
sitting  under  a  tree  near  the  door.  When  General  Jack- 
son  dismounted  a  young  soldier  ran  forward,  saluted, 
and  offered  to  tie  his  horse.  I  couldn’t  hear  what 
General  Jackson  said,  but  he  returned  the  soldier’s 
salute,  smiled  and  said  something.  Then  he  tied  his 
own  horse  and  went  in  the  Capitol  by  the  door  on  the 
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west  side.  I  remember  it  as  if  it  had  happened  last 
week.”  Then,  after  a  pause,  “The  next  time  I  saw 
him  was  when  Mammy  Lizzie  held  me  up  to  look  at 
him  as  his  body  lay  in  state  in  the  Capitol.”  After 
seventy-seven  years!  It  was  like  turning  back  the  pages 
of  history. 

Sunday  morning,  April  2,  1865.  A  messenger  brings 
a  dispatch  from  General  Lee  to  President  Davis,  seated 
in  his  pew  in  St.  Paul’s,  and  Mr.  Davis  and  several 
members  of  his  official  family  leave  the  church.  Mr. 
Salter,  a  member  of  the  congregation  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  hears  the  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge 
announce  that  the  over-extended  lines  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Army  south  of  Petersburg  have  been  broken  and 
that  Richmond  must  soon  be  occupied  by  the  Federal 
forces.  Mr.  Salter  hastily  leaves  the  church  for  his  office 
in  the  War  Department  and  all  through  that  day  and 
the  night  to  follow  he  and  other  members  of  the  cleri¬ 
cal  staff  are  busily  engaged  in  packing  some  records 
for  removal  and  in  burning  others. 

Monday  morning,  April  3,  1865.  From  18th  Street 
on  the  east  to  8th  Street  on  the  west,  and  from  Franklin 
Street  to  Canal  Street  and  the  James  River,  Richmond 
is  a  sea  of  flame.  The  fires  set  by  the  withdrawing 
Confederate  Army  to  destroy  the  warehouses  and  sup¬ 
plies  near  the  bend  of  the  river  (a  tragic  illustration  of 
slavish  adherence  to  standard  military  practice,  and  of 
the  closed  mind  in  action)  had  gotten  completely  out 
of  hand  and  the  entire  city  seemed  doomed.  The  sound 
of  the  explosion  of  the  arsenal  in  the  early  morning 
hours  is  heard  for  miles,  and  its  blast  blows  little  Nancy 
Corbin  Salter  out  of  her  trundle  bed  and  against  the 
wall.  A  regiment  of  white  Union  Cavalry  comes  up 
the  Broad  Street  Hill  from  the  east,  followed  by  a  long 
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column  of  infantry,  and  stops  at  12th  and  Broad  Streets. 
A  regiment  of  Negro  Union  Cavalry  conies  up  Ninth 
Street  from  Main  and  halts  at  the  gate  to  the  Capitol 
Square.  Down  comes  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States 
from  atop  the  Capitol  and  in  its  place  rises  the  flag  of 
the  Union.  It  is  8:15  a.  m.  For  Richmond,  the  war 
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When  hostilities  ceased  with  the  surrender  of  the 
remnant  of  the  Army  .of  Northern  Virginia  at  Appo¬ 
mattox  on  April  9,  1865,  and  of  the  other  Confederate 
armies  shortly  thereafter,  there  began  that  tragic  era 
known  as  the  period  of  ‘"Reconstruction.”  Virginia, 
prostrate,  impoverished,  and  dismembered  by  the  loss 
of  her  forty-eight  counties  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  which  were  incorporated  into  what  became 
known  as  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  was  declared  to 
be  “Military  District  No.  1”  and  treated  as  a  conquered 
province.  All  persons  who  had  “given  aid  and  comfort 
to  The  Confederate  States”  (another  way  of  describing 
practically  the  entire  white  population)  were  disfran¬ 
chised.  Wearily,  but  courageously,  her  people  took  up 
up  the  burden  of  restoration.  For  them  there  was 
no  “Marshall  Plan”  or  anything  remotely  resembling 
what  we  now  term  “foreign  aid,”  such  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  recently  so  generously 
extended  to  conquered  Germans  and  Japanese.  Noth¬ 
ing  was  given,  but  much  was  taken,  and  “The  South,” 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was  regarded  as 
legitimate  prey  for  the  swarms  of  carpetbaggers  who, 
like  a  cloud  of  locusts,  came  down  from  the  North  to 
plunder  and  humiliate  a  people  whom  they  hated  with 
all  the  intensity  with  which  the  man  of  inferior  quality 
always  hates  those  whom  he  regards  as  his  betters. 
That  attitude  has  changed  but  little,  if  at  all,  in  the 
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past  hundred  years.  It  found  its  strongest  expression 
then  in  the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  finding  its  strongest  expression  there  as  this  is 
being  written,  April,  1960,  much  of  it  in  broken  English 
and  not  a  little  of  that  with  a  distinct  Yiddish  accent. 

Until  the  summer  of  1868  Mr.  Salter  continued  to 
live  and  conduct  his  school  at  the  Clay  Street  address, 
and  then  moved  to  a  home  on  the  south  side  of  Main 
Street  near  its  intersection  with  Laurel,  facing  Monroe 
Park.  More  than  once  when  we  were  driving  on  Main 
Street  and  passed  the  old  Caskie  House  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Main,  once  the  home  of  William 
Wirt  and  now  the  local  headquarters  of  the  American 
Red  Cross,  I  have  heard  my  mother  speak  wistfully  and 
with  a  certain  degree  of  nostalgia  of  the  lovely  parties 
she  attended  there  when  a  girl. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  the  family  moved  to  Hamp¬ 
ton  and  Mr.  Salter  taught  there  for  the  next  two  years. 
There  he  was  among  many  of  his  friends  of  earlier 
days,  and  also  among  close  relatives.  His  First  cousin, 
Baker  P.  Lee,  the  son  of  Baker  P.  Lee,  Sr.,  of  “Bryor- 
field”  and  his  wife,  the  former  Frances  Wills,  were 
there.  Judge  Lee  had  resumed  the  practice  of  law  after 
the  war,  in  which  he  served  as  Major  in  the  34th 
Virginia  Regiment  of  Infantry.  Later  he  was  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor  of  Virginia, 
and  then  became  Judge  of  his  county  court.  There  too 
were  Wills  (“Bant”)  Lee,  who  had  served  throughout 
the  war  with  the  Richmond  Howitzers,  and  Martha 
(“Cousin  Mattie”)  Lee,  who  married  William  L.  Young 
and  lived  on  the  old  Bryorfield  farm  between  Hampton 
and  Newport  News.  They,  with  his  old  friends,  Col. 
Miles  Cary,  Col.  Thomas  Tabb,  and  (Others,  made  life 
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most  agreeable  for  Mr.  Salter  and  Ann  Wills  (Salter), 
as  only  old  friends  can  do  in  the  latter  years  of  life,  and 
the  years  spent  in  Hampton  were  pleasant  ones,  despite 
the  reduced  circumstances  in  which  they  all  found 
themselves. 
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Dr.  Robert  H.  Power  lived  on  an  old  plantation 
known  as  “Glenbrooke”  near  the  village  of  Grafton  in 
York  County.  There  were  nine  children  in  his  family 
and  for  their  benefit  and  that  of  other  children  in  the 
neighborhood  he  sponsored  a  school  that  occupied  a 
building  near  his  home  that  had  been  the  residence 
of  the  overseer  in  ante  helium  days.  He  persuaded  Mr. 
Salter  to  take  charge  of  it  in  the  fall  of  1872  and  it  soon 
developed  into  an  academy.  Now  he  was  doing  what 
he  most  enjoyed — teaching  the  children  of  his  own 
people,  in  his  old  home  county.  He  taught  there  for  six 
years  and  among  his  many  students  who  always  in 
after  years  spoke  reverently  of  him  was  one  Robert  H. 
Garthright,  who  afterwards  became  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter.  He  entered  the  academy  in  1874.  I  will  speak  of 
him  again. 

In  the  meantime  Virginia  had  been  “readmitted”  to 
the  Union  and  her  people  once  more  had  a  measure 
of  control  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  State.  A  system  of 
public  schools  was  created  which  provided  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  both  teachers  and  pupils  never  known  before. 
Naturally,  when  a  public  school  was  established  in 
Yorktown  in  1878  Mr.  Salter  was  selected  as  its  princi¬ 
pal.  The  wheel  of  circumstance  had  now  turned  full 
circle — Corbin  Salter  and  Nancy  Wills  were  back  in 
old  York,  where  they  were  born,  where  they  grew  up, 
where  they  were  married,  and  which  they  had  left 
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G.  L.  C.  SALTER,  Schoolmaster 

From  a  photograph  by  The  Lee  Gallery,  Richmond, 
Virginia.  Circa ,  1870. 
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twenty-three  years  before.  They  would  never  leave 
the  old  scenes  again.  From  there  the  current  of  their 
lives  flowed  smoothly.  Though  Yorktown  had  suffered 
much  from  its  occupation  by  Federal  troops  during 
McClellan’s  Peninsula  campaign  there  was  much  left 
that  was  familiar  to  them.  The  Nelson  House  still 
stood,  though  it  had  passed  into  other  hands;  Grace 
Church  had  been  badly  damaged  by  the  sacrilegious 
behavior  of  the  invaders,  but  was  still  in  use;  the  old 
Custom  House,  the  Swan  Tavern,  the  Moore  House,  the 
West  House,  and  many  others  of  the  old  landmarks 
were  intact;  and,  best  of  all,  many  of  the  friends  of  their 
childhood  years  were  there,  with  spirits  undaunted, 
though  living  in  comparative  poverty  and  carrying  in 
their  minds  always  the  memories  of  happier  days. 

The  centennial  celebration  of  the  surrender  of  the 
British  forces  on  October  19,  1781,  gave  to  quiet  old 
Yorktown  a  brief  moment  of  glory  in  1881.  The  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States  made  a  substantial  appropri¬ 
ation  to  defray  the  basic  expenses  of  the  celebration 
and  provide  for  a  suitable  monument.  The  occasion 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  entire  country.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  Hon.  Chester  A.  Arthur,  was 
present;  many  dignitaries,  including  representatives  of 
foreign  countries,  attended;  the  military  and  naval 
forces  staged  an  impressive  review;  and  the  beautiful 
Yorktown  Monument,  with  which  we  are  all  familiar, 
was  unveiled.  As  a  member  of  the  local  committee  on 
arrangements  Mr.  Salter  took  an  active  part  in  the 
preparations  for  the  celebration  and  rendered  impor¬ 
tant  service  as  a  consultant  to  the  authorities  in  charge, 
which  his  knowledge  of  history  and  close  ties  with  the 
community  well  fitted  him  to  do. 
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It  is  difficult  to  keep  a  public  school  system  free  from 
political  influences  and,  during  the  turbulent  times  of 
the  “Reconstruction  Period”  and  the  “Readjuster  Move¬ 
ment”  that  followed,  Virginia  proved  to  be  no  exception 
to  the  rule.  When  the  Readjuster  Party,  under  the 
leadership  of  “Billy”  Mahone,  “Pat”  McCaull,  and 
others  of  like  kidney,  came  to  power  in  1879,  the  old 
Jacksonian  cry  of  “to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils”  wras 
raised  and  many  efficient  officers  and  employees  of  the 
State,  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  down  to 
the  janitors  of  the  public  buildings,  were  summarily 
thrown  out  and  their  places  taken  by  novices  whose 
only  claim  to  preferment  in  many  instances  was  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Readjuster  Party.75  Among  those  thus 
“politically  decapitated”  was  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Sheild,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Schools  of  York  County.  When  the  Demo¬ 
crats  returned  to  power  four  years  later,  with  the  de¬ 
feat  of  most  members  of  the  “black  and  tan”  legislature, 
the  same  process  was  followed.  Many  of  the  citizens 
of  York  County  joined  in  a  petition  to  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  requesting  that  Dr.  Sheild  be  reinstated. 
That  petition  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Salter  and  the  original 
draft  in  his  own  handwriting  is  before  me.  It  reads 
as  follows: 

“The  reinstatement  of  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Sheild  as  Super¬ 
intendent  for  the  County  of  York  will  give  general  satis¬ 
faction,  especially  to  those  interested  in  such  intelligent 
management  of  the  Public  Schools  as  to  secure  for  them 
more  efficiency  and  success. 

Four  years  ago  Dr.  Sheild  held  the  position  under  that 
distinguished  and  eminent  Educator,  Dr.  Ruffner,  and  with 
him  suffered  political  decapitation  at  the  hands  of  Mahone’s 
servile  and  obsequious  Legislature. 

Thus  removed,  because  of  his  well  known  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  Democratic  Party,  his  restoration  now 
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would  seem  not  only  a  graceful  act,  but  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  one  who,  from  early  youth  to  mature  manhood, 
has  been  ever  true  and  loyal  to  Democratic  Principles. 

Fealty  to  party  however  is  the  very  last  and  least  of  the 
considerations  we  would  respectfully  urge  as  reasons  for 
his  appointment. 

If  a  vigorous  and  active  mind,  enriched  by  studious 
habits  and  careful  culture  with  the  varied  treasures  of 
Literature  and  Science — if  a  pure  and  stainless  character, 
inspiring  universal  respect  and  confidence, — if  manners 
bland,  courteous  and  conciliatory,  should  be  deemed  (as 
they  doubtless  will)  essential  and  indispensable  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  a  School  Superintendent,  then — We,  the  under¬ 
signed,  urgently  and  respectfully  commend  to  the  Board 
Dr.  William  H.  Sheild  of  York  as  the  man  eminently 
qualified  to  fill  the  position.” 

There  is  little  more  to  say,  by  way  of  narrative. 
Life  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  and  Mr.  Salter’s 
work,  monotonous  but  important,  continued  to  January 
15,  1890.  That  morning,  sitting  in  his  old  chair  and 
with  a  book  in  his  hand,  he  was  teaching  a  class  in 
history.  Suddenly  he  exclaimed,  “My  God!  I’m  para¬ 
lyzed!”  The  book  fell  from  his  nerveless  hand.  His 
work  was  done.  He  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Eva,  Mrs.  Jno.  H.  Crafford,  and  there  he  breathed 
his  last,  peacefully  and  without  regaining  the  con¬ 
sciousness  that  left  him  when  the  fatal  stroke  fell. 

So  he  lived  and  so  he  died,  at  his  post  of  duty,  a 
credit  to  his  ancestry,  an  inspiration  to  his  posterity, 
and  a  blessing  to  those  of  his  own  day  and  generation. 

This  account  of  Mr.  Salter’s  career  as  a  teacher  must 
seem  to  be  at  best  a  cursory  one.  Of  necessity,  it  is  just 
that.  The  inherent  quality  of  a  teacher’s  work  makes 
it  so.  There  is  little  in  the  teacher’s  life  of  the  dramatic 
or  the  spectacular.  He  participates  in  no  earthshaking 
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events;  he  figures  in  no  times  of  crisis;  his  work  is  done 
in  almost  complete  obscurity,  with  no  audience  to  hang 
upon  his  words  or  applaud  visible  results  of  his  labors. 
Each  day  is  largely  a  repetition  of  the  day  before,  and 
so  with  the  months  and  years.  His  students  pass  before 
him  in  constant  procession,  and  are  gone.  But  the 
worth  of  his  work  is  manifested  by  the  lives  of  those 
whom  he  has  taught  and  whose  characters  he  has 
helped  to  mold.  It  is  something  intangible,  the  value  of 
which  can  never  be  calculated  by  the  usual  standards, 
and  the  influence  of  which  is  without  limit.  Tell  us 
what  kind  of  a  teacher  a  man  is  and  we  know  what  the 
nature  of  the  results  of  his  labors  will  be.  Fortunately, 
we  know  what  kind  of  a  teacher  Mr.  Salter  was  from 
a  description  by  one  of  his  students,  which  is  quoted 
below.  The  Robert  H.  Garthright,  already  mentioned 
as  having  attended  Mr.  Salter’s  school  at  “Glenbrooke,” 
in  time  became  a  Methodist  minister.  In  his  latter 
years  he  lived  in  Salem,  Virginia.  About  the  year  1919 
he  delivered  an  address  to  a  meeting  of  teachers,  which 
was  later  published  in  an  educational  journal  and  re¬ 
printed  in  The  Richmond  Times-Dispatch.  The  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  it  is  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Salter,  sincere 
and  well-deserved: 

“Let  me  try  to  describe  the  last  public  school  I  at¬ 
tended.  I  was  sixteen  years  old  and  went  down  from 
my  home  in  Henrico  to  the  village  of  Grafton,  in  York 
County,  to  the  Methodist  parsonage,  then  occupied  by 
my  uncle,  the  late  Rev.  R.  N.  Crooks.  The  school  was 
conducted  in  a  house  formerly  .occupied  by  the  overseer 
on  the  plantation  of  Dr.  Robert  H.  Power  and  contained 
two  rooms  of  small  dimensions.  The  desks  and  seats 
were  similar  to  those  already  described.  The  narrow 
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door  between  the  rooms  stood  open,  except  when  the 
weather  was  extremely  cold,  and  the  pupils  were  then 
crowded  in  the  one  room. 

“Our  teacher  was  Mr.  G.  L.  C.  Salter,  a  man  who 
possessed  ability  and  tact  in  the  superlative  degree.  He 
was  an  alumnus  of  William  and  Mary  College,  had 
reached  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  had  followed  the 
profession  since  his  graduation,  thirty-five  years  before. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  charming  and  cultured  gentle¬ 
men  I  have  ever  met,  and  his  influence  over  his  pupils 
was  lasting.  In  those  early  days  of  the  public  schools 
in  Virginia  the  pupils  who  had  become  versed  in  the 
common  school  branches  could,  by  paying  a  small 
tuition  fee,  receive  instruction  in  the  higher  branches. 
This  was  often  a  godsend  to  the  teachers,  for  they 
needed  all  the  salaries  they  could  get. 

“Mr.  Salter  taught  English  from  the  alphabet  to 
rhetoric;  mathematics,  from  addition  to  trigonometry; 
Latin,  from  ‘Puella  Cautat’  to  the  end  of  Cicero’s 
orations.  He  taught  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arith¬ 
metic,  grammar,  geography,  rhetoric,  natural  philoso¬ 
phy,  algebra,  geometry  and  trigonometry — and  taught 
them  well.  How  he  could  accomplish  so  much  was, 
indeed  marvelous.  A  born  disciplinarian,  with  no  set 
rules  for  the  government  of  his  school,  affairs  moved 
on  smoothly,  apparently,  with  no  effort  on  his  part. 
He  had  the  respect  and  love  of  every  one  of  his  scholars. 

“I  can  see  him  in  memory  today,  as  he  sits  in  a 
split-bottomed  chair  on  the  left  side  of  the  fireplace, 
his  silver-rimmed  spectacles  resting  on  the  top  of  his 
venerable  bald  head,  his  gray  eyes  sparkling  and  his 
face  illuminated  with  the  ideas  working  in  his  brilliant 
brain;  in  his  left  hand  he  holds  a  textbook — Quacken- 
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bos’  rhetoric — his  right  moving  gracefully  in  gestures, 
his  well-modulated  and  impressive  voice  expressing  the 
thoughts  contained  in  the  lesson.  We  were  charmed. 

“Since  that  day  I  have  seen  and  heard  great  pro¬ 
fessors  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning,  but  none 
superior  to  him  in  teaching  ability.  He  loved  his  work, 
knew  how  to  rivet  the  attention  of  his  pupils  and  make 
them  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  strengthening  and  beau¬ 
tiful  thoughts  that  came  only  to  a  cultivated  mind. 
Only  once  since  the  happy  days  I  sat  under  his  instruc¬ 
tion  was  it  my  privilege  to  meet  him  and  grasp  his 
hand.  Then  I  had  learned  to  appreciate  his  real  worth. 
He  is  dead.  This  good  teacher  of  the  old  time  lived, 
did  his  duty  and  went  to  his  reward.  His  body  sleeps 
in  a  grove  of  whispering  pines  down  by  the  blue  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake,  where  the  waves  sing  an  eternal 
lullaby,  but  he  himself  is  sitting  and  learning  at  the 
feet  of  the  Great  Teacher.” 
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CONCLUSION 

Here  ends  the  story  of  the  life  of  Gawin  Lane  Coroin 
Salter,  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar.  It  is  intended  to  be 
a  present  to  my  four  children  and  my  seven  grand¬ 
children  and  other  members  .of  the  family,  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  a  source  of  pleasure  and  benefit 
to  all  of  them.  If  it  serves  to  keep  alive  the  memory  of 
one  of  their  most  worthy  ancestors  and  to  inspire  them 
to  follow  his  example,  its  purpose  will  be  accomplished. 
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Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter — A  Gentleman  and  a  Scholar 


I. 


Jno  Moss’s 

Will  York  County  23d  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Christ  our  Saviour,  I  do  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament. 

I  do  give  to  my  Wife  Dorothy  Moss  all  and  every¬ 
thing  both  real  and  personal  except  a  Tract  of  Land  lying 
and  being  in  the  County  of  Warwick  which  Land  I 
bought  of  David  Rees  the  said  Rees  bought  the  same 
Land  of  A  James  Welch  the  said  Welch  bought  the  same 
Land  of  Doctr.  Corbin  Griffin  this  land  be  more  or  less 
than  Two  Hundred  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Catherrine 
Moss  and  her  Heirs  for  ever  I  leave  my  dughter  five 
hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  to  pay  for  the  said  Land  which 
is  the  balance  due  the  said  rees  when  he  makes  my  said 
Daughter  a  right  to  the  said  a  good  and  cleer  Title  is  to 
be  made  agreeable  to  a  contract  between  the  said  David 
Rees  and  John  Moss  baring  date  one  thousand  Eight  and 
four  nevertheless  provided  my  wife  is  with  Child  and 
that  Child  should  arrived  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  my 
Will  and  desire  is  that  my  shall  leave  to  the  said  Child 
all  and  every  thing  that  I  have  given  to  her  but  in  case 
she  is  with  Child  it  is  my  desire  for  her  to  dispose  of  as 
she  think  proper. 

This  I  ordain  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

Acknowledged  in  presence  of 
Mary  Gibbons 

Corbin  Griffin  John  Moss 

Robert  Patrick 


At  a  Court  held  for  York  County  the  18th  day  of  June  1804. 

This  Will  was  proved  by  the  oaths  of  the  witnesses  thereto 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded  and  no  Executor  being  named  the  said 
Will  On  the  motion  of  Dorothy  Moss  the  Widow  and  Relict  of 
the  decedent  who  made  oath  thereto  according  to  Law  and  to¬ 
gether  with  Corbin  Griffin  and  Robert  Gibbons  her  Securities 
entered  into  and  acknowledged  their  Bond  in  the  penalty  of  six 
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thousand  Dollars  conditioned  as  the  Law  directs.  Certificate  is 
granted  her  for  obtaining  Letters  of  administration  on  the  Estate 
of  the  said  John  Moss  with  his  last  Will  and  Testament  annexed 
in  due  form. 

Teste 

R.  H.  Waller,  C.Y.C. 


II. 

Know  All  men  by  these  Presents  that  we  William  H  Salter 
and  Nathaniel  Taylor  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  John  John 
Tyler  Esqr.  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Governor  and  his  Successors  to  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  we  bind  ourSelves  Jointly  and 
Severally  our  Joint  and  Several  heirs  Executors  and  Adminis¬ 
trators  firmly  by  these  presents  Sealed  with  our  Seals  and  dated 
this  12th  day  of  July  1810  The  Condition  of  the  above  obligation 
is  such  that  whereas  There  is  a  Marriage  Shortly  intended  to  be 
had  and  Solemnized  between  the  above — bound  William  H  Salter 
and  Dorothy  Moss,  Spinster,  of  the  Parish  of  York-Hampton  and 
County  of  York  Now  if  there  be  no  Lawful  cause  to  obstruct  the 
said  intended  Marriage  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void  or 
else  to  Remain  in  full  fource  and  virtue. 

Sealed  &  delivered  Wm.  H  Salter  (SEAL) 

In  presence  of  N  Taylor  (SEAL) 


III. 

Norfolk  August  8th,  1810 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since  I  left 
York;  tho  I  have  heard  from  others  that  yourself  and  Lady  are 
well:  and  since  health  is  99  of  the  100  temporal  blessings  which 
make  up  the  full  account  of  earthly  happiness,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  you  can  acquire  the  integral  hundredth  one  and  there¬ 
fore  be  happy. 

I  have  now  to  invite  you  &  Mrs.  Salter  to  come  over  and  see 
us  next  week  and  be  with  us  at  our  communion  on  Sunday  week 
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(the  18th  inst)  We  shall  expect  you  according  to  promise  and  be 
glad  to  see  you.  Mr.  W.  Randolph  is  with  me  He  is  thinking  of 
binding  himself  to  Messrs  Whittles  who  are  our  most  considerable 
merchants  and  Ship  owners,  to  learn  navigation —  You  know 
going  before  the  mast  till  doomsday  will  not  do  this  for  him — 
He  is  innocent  and  amiable  and  I  wish  to  recommend  for  him 
what  I  would  do  for  a  brother  in  a  similar  case.  The  Whittles 
yesterday  were  inclined  to  receive  him  and  put  him  with  Capt 
Beard  in  the  finest  Ship  which  sails  from  this  Harbour  (the 
Thomas) 

Our  compliments,  etc 

B  Grigsby 

Addressed  to: 

Rev  William  H  Salter 
York  Town 
Va 


IV. 

Norfolk  November  23  1810 

Dear  Sir 

Had  I  no  excuse  to  offer  for  my  silence  your  accusations  would 
be  correct,  but  when  I  tell  you  that  my  partner  had  not  returned 
and  that  I  am  overwhelmed  in  business,  the  excuse  will  doubtless 
appear  to  you  plausible.  And  permit  me  farther  to  assure  you 
that  I  still  retain  that  affection  for  my  Dear  Sister  &  Catherine, 
that  I  have  from  time  to  time  professed  and  I  also  maintain  a  due 
respect  for  you.  But  I  must  really  speak  plain  on  the  subject  of 
Your  letter  and  have  to  observe  that  a  change  in  your  profession 
might  prove  ultimately  advantageous  to  your  family,  provided 
you  had  funds  Sufficient  to  support  you  until  the  profession  of 
Law  became  profitable,  which  you  cannot  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
(agreeably  to  my  Idea)  in  less  than  three  years  and  then  it  will 
be  some  time  before  you  can  establish  yourself  as  counsel — conse¬ 
quently  it  will  cost  you  at  least  from  3  to  5  years  close  labour  or 
study  before  you  can  make  the  profession  profitable — and  you 
cannot  maintain  yourself  and  family  here  with  ever  so  much 
economy  for  less  than  $1000  per  Annum.  Now  Sir  this  my 
Opinion,  and  you  have  to  determine  whether  these  terms  of  ob- 
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taining  the  profession  of  Law  will  comport  with  your  situation — 
of  which,  I  possibly  may  be  ignorant — and  on  the  whole  my  Ideas 
may  be  incorrect,  but  as  a  friend  to  you  and  your  family — for 
which  it  is  superfluous  to  repeat  my  professions  I  give  you  the 
advice;  and  had  I  funds  they  should  be  realized  without  delay 
provided  necessity  required  my  assistance — and  let  me  assure  you 
that  my  small  funds  are  always  subject  to  my  Dear  Sisters  com¬ 
mand — and  for  Catherine,  I  have  much  regard  whom  I  hope 
time  may  convince  of  my  sincerity — tho  personal  professions  of 

this  kind  are  mine  -  but  I  flatter  myself  that  they  should 

bear  no  affinity  to  the  present  case.  May  God  restore  my  Sister 
to  health  soon,  and  that  fortune  may  smile  on  you  all  is  my 
sincere  prayer. 

I  still  think  that  your  exertions  would  obtain  you  a  place  in 
Our  Presbyterian  Church  which  in  my  opinion  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  to  adventures  You  will  weigh  well  the  consequences  that 
I  have  sufficiently  expatiated  on  and  write  me  what  opinion  you 
have  on  receipt  of  this  of  my  presumption  for  which  you’ll  have 
the  goodness  to  excuse  me  and  consider  me  yours  with  much 
esteem 

Jno  R  Harwood 

Addressed  to: 

The  Rev.d  W,n  Salter 
York  Town 
Virginia 


V. 

Norfolk  March  31st  1811 

Friend  Salter 

Not  more  than  one  hour  after  you  left  they,  Mr.  G  Wilson 
and  your  friend  Cobb  (or  whatever  his  name  may  be)  called  on 
me  to  state,  that  his  wife  was  not  inclined  to  leave  the  house  in 
question  and  as  Cobb  had  paid  his  rent  Mr  Wilson  had  no  cause 
to  turn  him  out — consequently  your  contract  is  void  and  the  next 
thing  is  to  fix  on  some  other  tenement;  and  wait  your  reply 
before  I  proceed  in  the  business.  I  have  further  to  observe,  that 
Mr  Wilson  is  likely  to  be  chosen  Minister  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church;  and  the  present  teacher  intends  keeping  the  Academy 
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that  we  had  in  view,  consequently  I  cannot  flatter  you  with  the 
smallest  prospect  of  either  of  those  situations — and  Mr.  Symms 
is  again  established  in  the  Protestant  Church  whom  I  intimated 
to  you  was  about  leaving  this  place  for  New  York 

Thus  my  Dear  friend,  you  see  that  a  few  days  have  changed 
the  scene — and  things  wear  an  unfavourable  aspect  which  gives 
me  much  concern,  as  I  am  anxious  for  your  interest  and  I  do 
assure  you,  that  nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to  me,  than  to 
have  you  a  resident  in  this  place  in  case  the  change  could  be  made 
advantageous  to  yourself  and  family —  But  were  you  to  leave  your 
present  situation  without  the  smallest  shadow  of  reality  in  this 
place:  I  must  express  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  rather 
uncertain;  and  I  fear  you  might  repent  the  change.  However 
believe  me  that  my  advice  proceeds  from  a  disposition  fhe  most 
friendly  for  yourself  and  family —  And  if  you  can  make  it  for  the 
Interest  of  yourself  and  family  to  come  here,  it  would  add  much 
to  my  satisfaction  but  in  that  case,  funds  would  be  essential; 
without  which  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  facilitate  business 
of  any  description — 

I  presume  you  are  apprized  of  the  propriety  of  my  observations 
and  a  further  comment  is  doubtless  superfluous —  Susan,  myself, 

and  all  the  family,  join - wishes  for  your  health 

and  happiness.  My  Dear  Sister  (your  wife)  has  every  sentiment 
of  affection  that  my  heart  is  capable  of  feeling,  in  which  Susan 
participates.  Sister  Burt,  Sister  Gibbons,  &  the  children  have  my 
best  wishes,  and  believe  me  your  friend  in  haste  as  usual 

Jno  R  Harwood 

Addressed  to: 

The  Rev.d  Wm  H.  Salter 
York  Town 
Virginia 


VI. 

York  Sept  th8  1812 

Yours  my  Dear  husband  of  the  1st  instant  I  duly  received,  you 
say  you  wish  you  had  something  interesting  to  Communcate 
believe  me  my  Dear  husband  nothing  interests  me  so  much  as 
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your  health  &  wellfare  I  am  sorry  to  hear  Norfolk  wares  so  dull 
an  aspect  still  I  long  to  see  it  or  rather  to  be  with  you.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  Catharine  is  better  but  not  strong  enough  to 
travel  as  far  as  Hampton  though  she  continues  better  I  think  of 
coming  down  on  tuesday  next  as  the  stage  goes  down  at  10  o’Clock 
in  the  morning 

enclosed  you  will  find  15  Dollars  which  is  more  than  half  I  have 
&  for  fear  I  should  be  detained  longer  than  I  expect  in  York  I 
think  it  necesary  to  keep  enough  to  beare  my  expences  down  as 
I  dont  wish  to  be  under  any  obligations  to  any  person  here  I 
must  conclude  after  wishing  you  health  and  happiness 

your  affectionate  wife  Dorothy  Salter 


P  S 

Catharine  &  family 
join  me  in  love  to  you 

York  Town  Va 
9th  Sept 

The  Revd.  William  H.  Salter 

Norfolk 


VII. 


Mr  Salter 
Dr  Sir 


Norfolk  24th  June  1814 


Your  letter  per  mail  came  duly  to  hand,  but  I  never 
received  any  communications  by  a  Mr  Marshall.  Tell  Catharine 
that  I  congratulate  her  on  the  perfection  she  has  attained  in  writ¬ 
ing  having  received  her  letter  per  yesterdays  mail  to  which  I 
shall  reply  in  due  season.  Ever  since  my  last  communication  my¬ 
self  and  family  have  (without  interruption)  enjoy’d  good  health 
and  the  cause  of  my  silence  is  that  there  has  been  nothing  to 
communicate  nothwithstanding  the  great  revolution  in  Europe — 
but  you  must  know  Sir  that  the  recent  revolutions  or  changes  on 
that  continent  have  not  produced  such  great  agitation  on  my 
mind  as  it  generally  appears  to  have  done  for  it  is  my  opinion 
that  this  affair  cannot  be  any  advantage  to  us  although  many  are 
of  a  contrary  opinion,  however  I  have  not  yet  despaired  of  peace. 
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Tell  Sister  Burt  that  I  received  her  letter  also  for  which  she 
has  my  thanks  the  same  shall  also  be  replied  to  soon. 

This  is  merely  a  hasty  reply  to  your  letters — relative  to  the 
uanimali  vite”  etc  shall  write  you  more  fully  ’ere  long 

I  have  not  received  a  cent  for  Wills  hire  since  the  advance  in 
Ten  etc  on  that  account  am  however  early  expecting  to  collect 
$11.45  due  me  now  from  Craney  Island  where  he  has  been  hired 
by  the  month  to  an  Officer  as  a  servant 

He  is  now  hired  out  in  the  same  way  at  $8  per  month  but 
the  fellow  is  so  unsteady  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  correct 
calculation  on  him.  however  I  shall  make  the  best  of  him.  and 
as  I  receive  his  hire  it  shall  - ,  requested. 

In  great  haste 
as  ever 
Yr  friend 

Addressed  to:  (Signature  tom  off) 

Wm  H  Salter  Esqr 
York  Town 
Va 


VIII. 

TRIBUTE  TO  AN  AMPHIBIOUS  CITIZEN 

Corbin  Salter  swam  York  River, 

Swam  from  Gloucester  Point  to  York  Town, 
Swam  it  in  the  midst  of  Summer 
In  a  race  with  other  swimmers, 

While  a  multitude  of  people, 

White  and  black  and  brown  and  yellow, 
Friends  and  neighbors,  slaves  and  strangers, 
Lined  the  shores,  both  North  and  Southward, 
Cried  “Hurrah  for  Corbin  Salter! 

What  a  man  and  what  a  swimmer.” 

Corbin  Salter  won  the  contest, 

Waved  and  bowed  to  all  the  people, 
Graciously  received  their  plaudits, 

Dried  himself  and  donned  his  clothing, 

Then  went  on  about  his  business. 

A  Relative. 
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IX. 

Dear  Sister 

Since  I  left  you  my  mind  has  been  a  constant  prey  to  anxiety 
and  gloomy  forbodings  on  your  account.  The  remotest  prospect 
of  being  separated  from  you  in  this  world  fills  me  with  grief  and 
dread — yes  knowing  my  own  unsteady  and  wavering  mind — 
knowing  the  strong  propensity  of  my  nature  and  knowing  the 
seductions  of  the  world  well  may  I  fear — I  feel  that  your  existence 
is  as  necessary  to  me  as  the  rudder  is  to  the  Ship  in  the  trackless 
ocean —  What  is  it  that  prompts  me  to  avoid  the  midnight  orgies 
of  the  gambling  table  or  to  fly  the  intoxicating  bowl  is  it  alone 
the  love  of  virtue  and  the  hate  of  vice?  No!  No!  it  is  the  warn¬ 
ing  voice  of  one  that  has  wept  when  I  was  sick  and  rejoiced  when 
I  was  well  it  is  the  fear  and  shame  of  afflicting  that  breast  that 
has  been  so  often  the  seat  of  anguish  and  pain  on  my  account 
When  you  are  gone  the  strongest  link  that  binds  me  to  virtue  will 
have  been  severed.  But  let  me  leave  these  gloomy  forboding 
which  God  grant  may  never  be  realized  but  that  your  life  may  be 
prolonged  to  see  me  quietly  laid  in  the  grave 

John  has  been  quite  unwell  with  a  swolen  face  which  I  can 
account  for  in  no  other  way  but  that  he  must  have  been  stung 
in  the  night  by  something. 

I  am  very  well.  With  love  for  all,  and  an  earnest  wish  for 
your  speedy  and  entire  recovery 

I  am  your  affectionate 
brother 

p  g  G  L  C  Salter 

By  the  first  chance 
I  shall  write  to  Mr  N. 


X. 

Matthew  Wills  son  of  Matthew  and  Frances  Wills,  was 
Married  to  Lucy  Jones  Daughter  of  Allen  Jones  and  Lucy  Jones 
on  the  29th  day  of  September  1801,  in  the  21th  first  year  of 
their  ages 
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Lucy  Ann  Wills  daughter  to  Matthew  and  Lucy  Wills  was  bom 
4th  July  1802 

Mildred  Wills  was  born  26th  Aug’st  1803 
Ann  Eliza  Wills  was  bom  4th  July  1805 
Frances  Curtis  Wills  was  born  12th  March  1807 

Ann  Eliza  Wills  Departed  this  life  1 

7th  Nov.  1810  in  the  sixth  year  of  her  age  ) 

Lucy  Servant  Wills,  bom  3rd  of  March  1809 
Mary  Shepard  Wills,  born  7th  of  Jan’y  1811 
Sally  Howard  Wills  bom  1st  Oct.  1812 

Henry  Filmer  Wills  bom  July  1814 
Lived  only  2  days. 

(Here  the  page  is  torn  off  and  the  tops  of  the  letters 
of  the  next  entry  are  visible  but  not  legible.) 

Endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  page: 

Family  Register 

XI. 

MALE  AND  FEMALE 
SEMINARY 

IN  YORKTOWN,  VIRGINIA. 


The  Exercises  of  this  Seminary  will  commence  on  the  1st 
October  and  close  on  the  31st  July. 

The  Subjects  taught,  embrace  the  usual  Branches  of  a  plain 
English  Education ,  the  Latin  Language ,  Ethics ,  Logic ,  Rhetoric , 
Metaphysics ,  Chemistry ,  Natural  Philosophy ,  Composition  and 
Algebra. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Young  Ladies  will  also  be  instructed 
in  French ,  Music  on  the  Piano ,  Painting ,  Drawing  and  Botany — 
for  which  departments  of  instruction,  the  services  of  a  Lady, 
recommended  by  Mrs.  Wellard  of  the  Troy  Female  Seminary,  as 
eminently  qualified,  have  been  engaged. 
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The  Subscriber  will  take  several  Boarders  of  both  sexes,  and 
Board  can  be  obtained  on  reasonable  terms,  in  many  private 
families  in  the  place. 


TERMS. 

For  Board  and  Tuition  in  all  the  Branches,  -  -  -  $120 
For  Board  and  Tuition  in  the  Plain  English  Branches ,  100 

For  Tuition  in  all  the  Branches, .  50 

For  Tuition  in  Latin  and  the  Sciences, .  25 

For  Tuition  in  the  plain  English  Branches,  -  -  -  20 

G.  L.  C.  SALTER. 

Yorktown,  August  21st,  1845. 


XII. 

Richmond  May  4  1869 

Dear  Brother  Salter 

We  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  and  take  pleasure  in 
commending  you  to  those  among  whom  you  may  be  thrown  be¬ 
lieving  that  you  will  ever  do  honor  to  that  cause  which  we  all  so 
fondly  cherish. 

Having  confidence  also  in  your  ability  as  a  teacher,  endowed 
as  you  are  with  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  we  are  encouraged  to 
speak  with  a  good  degree  of  boldness  in  recommending  you  in  this 
particular  especially,  to  the  patronage  of  the  Public.  Your  ex¬ 
perience  as  an  Educator  for  the  past  Sixteen  years  entitles  you  to 
all  that  we  can  say  in  your  behalf.  We  hope,  dear  Brother,  that 
your  merits  will  soon  be  tested  and  that  you  will  ere  long  meet 
with  a  profitable  engagement  in  your  vocation  that  you  may  enjoy 
that  appreciation  so  deserved  by  you  and  which  will  be  truly 
gratifying  to  your  friends.  You  have  endeared  yourself  to  us  all 
by  your  candid,  dignified  and  Christian  bearing  in  the  last  few 
weeks  previous  to  your  departure 

We  cannot  here  express  our  regret  at  thus  being  separated 
from  you  to  which  we  are  reconciled  alone  by  the  prospect  held 
out  before  you  of  meeting  with  success  in  life.  We  beg  leave  to 
offer  you  our  kindest  wishes  and  shall  ever  feel  the  deepest  inter- 
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est  in  your  welfare  and  pray  that  all  the  consolations  in  Christ, 
fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  the  comfort  of  love  and  all  sympathies 
and  tender  mercies  may  be  yours.  Finally,  dear  Brother,  May 
the  God  of  all  grace  make  you  perfect,  establish,  strengthen,  settle 
you  that  you  may  at  last  through  the  word  and  teaching  of  Christ 
and  faith  in  his  name  be  redeemed  with  an  everlasting  salvation 
is  Our  Sincere  Prayer  for  Jesus  Sake  Amen. 

Affect’y  Yours 

Charles  McGurdie 
Thos.  N.  Arnold 
Jas.  L.  Maury. 


XIII. 

Hickory  Hill 
Feb  23  1911 

My  dear  Nannie 

I  was  greatly  gratified  that  you  were  present  at  dear  Mary’s 
funeral,  that  one  female  relative  was  present,  and  that  one  Uncle’s 
daughter. 

She  and  I  both  loved  your  father  and  mother  very  much  and 
their  children  also.  I  knew  all  of  their  older  children  but  think 
I  never  saw  you,  and  Eva  only  when  she  was  a  baby. 

Their  children  were  very  remarkable.  They  were  so  pre¬ 
cocious,  their  brains  were  so  active,  which  I  thought  caused  their 
early  death. 

Emma  and  Effie  were  little  girls  of  eight  and  ten  when  I  was 
last  in  Richmond  and  they  were  wonderfully  sweet  and  clever 
children. 

I  have  heard  that  you  and  Eva  both  inherited  your  parents 
intellect. 

You  remember  your  Father,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  you 
do  your  Mother. 

She  was  a  remarkably  interesting  woman  and  a  fine  conver¬ 
sationalist,  full  of  life  and  humor. 

I  was  but  a  little  girl  when  they  were  married  but  Sister  and 
I  enjoyed  her  from  the  very  beginning.  She  made  companions  of 
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us  &  we  enjoyed  that  very  much.  And  so  did  Uncle.  He  talked 
books  to  me  almost  from  the  time  I  can  remember. 

My  Mother  raised  him,  as  his  Mother  died  when  he  was  a 
little  boy,  and  he  lived  with  us  until  he  was  married. 

Thus  you  see  the  Nelson  House  was  his  home  as  well  as  mine. 

I  was  so  glad  to  hear  of  you  a  year  or  two  ago  through  Sophie 
Sommerville  and  to  hear  such  good  accounts  of  your  sons.  I  am 
thankful  they  are  a  comfort  and  a  credit  to  you. 

Sophie  seemed  so  fond  of  you  and  so  interested  in  your  sons. 

I  am  glad  Cleland  and  Conway  both  met  you.  Both  were 
much  pleased  with  you  &  said  you  didn’t  look  old  enough  to  be  the 
mother  of  grown  sons.  I  had  been  telling  them  of  your  boys. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  you  were  in  York. 

Please  write  and  tell  me  of  yourself  and  sons  and  of  Eva’s 
children.  (I  heard  of  her  death)  Also  of  Effie  and  her  family. 

I  think  the  marriage  of  her  daughter  was  in  the  Balt.  Sun 
about  a  year  ago. 

When  you  write  tell  me  something  of  old  York.  Who  lives 
there  &  what  kind  of  people. 

I  wish  I  could  see  you  and  Effie  &  talk  with  you  about  your 
Father  &  Mother  &  your  brothers  and  sisters  I  used  to  know.  I 
hope  My  dear  Child  that  you  are  a  Christian  and  have  chosen 
that  good  part  that  shall  never  be  taken  from  you. 

I  am  very  old,  eighty-one  in  April,  almost  blind,  and  very 
infirm  but  yet  very  happy  with  my  sons  &  their  wives  and  my 
step  daughters,  all  to  love  me  &  minister  to  my  comfort. 

I  am  sending  you  a  package  some  things  that  were  Mary’s  I 
know  she  would  be  glad  for  you  to  have.  The  jabot  was  a 
Christmas  gift,  never  worn.  The  Photos  I  send  were  Mary’s  also. 
The  daguerreotype  of  your  Father  was  mine  but  I  can  no  longer 
see  it  &  so  send  to  you. 

Address  me  at  Durgon,  W.  Va.  Hardy  Co.  Goodbye.  God 
ever  bless  you  and  your  sons  and  make  you  His  own  children. 

Your  fond  cousin 

Sally  Burwell  Welton. 
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XIV. 

Hampton  Aug  16th  1924 
316  Mallory  Ave 

Dear  Oscar 

Dr  Tyler  has  proven  for  Nan  Tabb  through  me,  a  line  from 
John  Howard,  Burgess  1654,  and  Major  James  Goodwin,  Burgess 
1658,  coming  down  through  the  Allen  Jones  and  Wills  families  of 
York  and  Warwick  Counties,  to  Matthew  Wills  and  his  wife  Lucy 
Moss  Jones  (Your  great  grand  parents  and  mine)  who  the  record 
shows  were  married  1803. 

Upon  the  statements  of  my  Father  Major  Baker  P.  Lee,  his 
brother,  Wills  Lee,  and  his  Sister  Mattie  Young,  who  was  Martha 
Perkins  Lee,  I  have  sent  him  the  following  record,  and  I  know 
it  is  correct  because  my  father  distinctly  remembered  his  grand 
parents. 

Issues  of  Matthew  Wills  and  his  wife  Lucy  Moss  Jones. 

Sons 

Miles  and  Thomas  Scasbrook,  died  in  infancy. 

Carter  Langhome,  and  Matthew  died  before  young  manhood. 

Daughters 

Frances  Curtis,  married  Baker  P.  Lee  of  “Briarfield.” 

Mildred  Cary,  “  Nathaniel  Taylor  of  “Taylor’s  Neck.” 

Servant  Jones,  “  Gillem  and  emigrated  to  the  Middle 

West. 

Sarah  Scasbrook  (Sally)  married  Dr  Perkins 

Ann  (Nancy)  married  Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter,  of  York- 
town,  an  eminent  educator. 

Perhaps  you  have  some  Bible  or  other  documentary  proof  of 
these  issues  and  will  let  Dr.  Tyler  have  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Of  course  it  will  all  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  your  children 
later  on. 

I  suppose  Nannie  is  with  Edwin.  Good  luck  always.  Your 
friend  and  cousin, 


Frances  Lee  Booker 
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MR.  SALTER’S  DESCENDANTS 


As  stated,  but  three  of  the  eight  children  of  Gawin  Lane 
Corbin  Salter  and  Ann  Wills  Salter  survived  the  perils  of  child¬ 
hood  and  lived  to  be  grown,  viz:  Effie  Lee,  Eva  May,  and  Nancy 
Corbin.  All  three  married  and  had  children,  so  the  descendants 
of  Mr.  Salter  are  numerous  and  are  widely  scattered.  Given  be¬ 
low  are  the  names  of  as  many  of  them  as  I  have  been  able  to 
locate,  with  the  thought  that  the  information  given  in  the  fore¬ 
going  sketch  of  Mr.  Salter’s  life  will  be  of  interest  to  such  of 
them  as  may  be  living  when  it  appears  in  print. 

I. 

Effie  Lee  Salter  married  Wm.  E.  Morgan  of  Aberdeen,  Mary¬ 
land,  in  1876,  and  died  October  8,  1917.  Four  children  were  bom 
of  that  marriage,  viz:  Robert  L.  Morgan,  Shirley  C.  Morgan, 
Ann  Wills  (“Nan”)  Morgan,  and  Eva  Morgan. 

Robert  L.  Morgan,  usually  called  “Robbie,”  was  born  in  1877, 
married  Emily  Gallup,  and  died  in  1931.  They  had  one  child, 
Wm.  Elliott  Morgan,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Virginia  Mili¬ 
tary  Institute,  served  in  the  Army  during  World  War  II,  and 
when  last  heard  of  by  me  was  living  at  Covington,  Virginia. 

Shirley  C.  Morgan  was  born  December  26,  1878,  married 
Arinton  Butt,  and  is  now  living  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  They 
have  one  child,  Margaret  E.  Morgan,  who  has  married  but  the 
name  of  her  husband  escapes  me. 

“Nan”  Morgan  was  born  August  20,  1886,  married  Paul  Tabb 
of  Hampton,  Virginia,  in  1908,  and  died  March  12,  1952.  They 
had  two  children,  Thomas  and  Malvina  Tabb. 

Eva  Morgan  was  born  in  1891,  married  Alexander  Porter  in 
1915,  and  had  three  children,  viz:  Jean  Porter,  Shirley  Virginia 
Porter,  and  Alex  Shaw  Porter  III,  the  last  of  whom  was  born 
in  1926. 


II. 

Eva  May  Salter,  who  was  born  December  28,  1852,  and  died 
October  22,  1902,  married  Dr.  John  Henry  Crafford  of  Warwick 

103 


8TMAGWH08HG  3<513TJA8  .AM 


9{1  kl  r,  //flO  \o  n?rtbfi'i:>  jrfgo  9;U  lo  997H;  tud  .bsleJ?  aA 
-!  :uj  lo  eftwq  ftfU  forerun  i*ski  -iirW  brxe  i#i&  nirfwD 

*  '  :^if£  ol  tensifu  lo  od  if!W  «*?rl  Tralee  *tM  lo  /toJojU  gniog 


mod  91977  naiblidj  11/0H  .\t0t  ,8  isdoto O  boib  bn«  (d\8t  ni  rbnal 

■ 


i  *  '  *  y  /  j>' .  *i  ,  <.  .  »'• 

T1 


.11  V:  ,  *  4  r 

?>r7fi  tfdnt'naG  mod  ?.ew  odw  ti9lff»£  yi>M  «v3 

y  >ivna  lo  bnoThu;)  yin^H  rrilol  .id  behnaai  ,£001  ,££  lodoloO 


104 


Gawin  Lane  Corbin  Salter — A  Gentleman  and  a  Scholar 


County  at  “Cedar  Grove,”  York  County,  on  January  30,  1877. 
Dr.  Crafford,  who  was  bom  on  June  24,  1849,  and  died  on  August 
21,  1907,  was  a  member  of  an  old  Warwick  County  family,  the 
first  of  whom  came  over  from  County  Kent,  England,  early  in 
the  17th  century.  Of  the  three  brothers,  who  came  over  together, 
William  settled  in  Warwick  County,  in  the  Mulberry  Island 
section,  and  Robert  and  Carter  in  Surry.  They  were  either  lineal 
descendants  or  close  relatives  of  Sir  William  Craford,  of  Monge- 
ham,  Kent,  England.  (See:  Boddie.  Colonial  Surry ,  pp.  71,  72, 
and  107.)  On  the  old  English  records  the  name  is  variously 
spelled  Crafford,  Craford,  Crayfort,  and  Crayford.  Dr.  Crafford 
was  a  graduate  of  Bethany  College  and  of  The  Medical  College 
of  Virginia  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Warwick  and  York 
Counties  from  the  time  of  his  graduation  until  his  death.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates  and  he 
served  for  many  years  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Warwick 
County.  He  was  a  devoted  public  servant  and  was  truly  a  “be¬ 
loved  physician.” 

Nine  children,  one  son  and  eight  daughters,  were  born  to  Eva 
May  Salter  (Crafford)  and  Dr.  John  Henry  Crafford.  They  were: 
Effie,  who  was  bom  November  12,  1877,  and  died  April  10,  1891; 
Eva,  who  was  born  November  26,  1878,  and  died  March  31, 
1960;  Helen  Mae,  who  still  lives  at  the  old  family  home,  “Brush¬ 
wood,”  between  Lee  Hall  and  Yorktown;  Emma,  bom  1882,  now 
living  in  Newport  News;  Estelle,  bom  1885,  now  living  at 
Williamsburg;  J.  Corbin  Crafford,  who  was  born  April  26,  1887, 
and  died  November  27,  1952;  Jessie,  who  now  lives  at  Denbigh; 
Douglas,  who  died  August  16,  1927;  and  Ann  Wills,  who  died  in 
early  childhood,  July  12,  1901. 

Eva  Crafford  married  Claude  Tignor,  of  Yorktown,  and  they 
had  two  sons,  Claude  Crafford  Tignor  and  John  William  Tignor, 
both  of  whom  are  living. 

Helen  Mae  Crafford  was  graduated  from  The  State  Female 
Normal  School  (now  Longwood  College)  at  Farmville  with  the 
class  of  1900.  Though  she  had,  and  rejected,  numerous  offers  of 
marriage,  she  elected  to  remain  single  and,  like  her  grandfather, 
devoted  her  life  to  the  cause  of  education  and  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Warwick  County  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

Emma  Crafford  married,  first,  Joseph  H.  Madison,  of  Warwick 
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County,  and,  secondly,  Leroy  Walsh,  of  Newport  News.  They 
have  three  daughters,  Frances,  Helen,  and  Johnie. 

Estelle  Crafford  married  Robert  Burnley  Watts,  of  Williams¬ 
burg.  They  had  no  children. 

J.  Corbin  Crafford  married  Ada  Fill,  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
on  June  1,  1918.  They  had  one  child,  Mary  Corbin  Crafford, 
who  was  born  on  February  1,  1925,  and  married  James  Hume,  Jr., 
on  March  12,  1948.  They  have  three  daughters,  viz:  Corbin 
Brooke,  born  August  9,  1949;  Alice  Bryan,  born  April  8,  1952; 
and  Elizabeth  Currin,  born  December  22,  1954.  They  are  now 
living  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Jessie  Crafford  married  P.  H.  Garrow,  of  Denbigh,  Virginia, 
where  she  is  now  living.  Three  children  were  bom  of  that 
marriage,  viz:  P.  H.  Garrow,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Garrow,  and  James 
Crafford  Garrow. 

Douglas  Crafford  married  Douglas  Griggs  and  they  had  one 
child,  a  son,  Douglas  Griggs,  Jr. 

III. 

Nancy  Corbin  Salter,  who  was  bom  July  1,  1856,  and  died 
October  16,  1944,  married  Edwdn  Francis  Shewmake,  of  Waynes¬ 
boro,  Burke  County,  Georgia,  on  May  1,  1881.  He  was  the  son 
(one  of  eleven  children)  of  Oscar  Lassiter  Shewmake  and  Susan 
Cornwall  (Shewmake).  He  was  born  March  17,  1852,  and  died 
April  20,  1920.  The  children  of  TJancy  Corbin  Salter  (Shew¬ 
make)  and  Edwin  Francis  Shewmake  were:  Oscar  Lane  Shew¬ 
make,  born  February  5,  1882;  Ann  Wills  Shewmake,  bom  April 
28,  1884,  and  died  March  1,  1885;  Edwin  Francis  Shewmake,  Jr., 
bom  October  16,  1887;  and  Joseph  Alan  Shewmake,  bom  October 
10,  1896,  and  died  February  10,  1897. 

Oscar  Lane  Shewmake  married,  first,  Lela  Coles  Bouldin 
(dec.),  of  “Golden  Hills,”  Charlotte  County,  Virginia,  on  June  26, 
1912,  and,  second,  Rita  Langhorne  Beamer  (dec.),  of  Fincastle, 
Virginia,  on  December  23,  1927.  He  now  lives  at  327  Lexington 
Road,  Richmond,  Virginia.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage 
were:  Lela  Bouldin  Shewmake,  born  April  1,  1913;  Oscar  Lassiter 
Shewmake,  bom  June  27,  1915;  and  Nancy  Salter  Shewmake, 
bom  January  28,  1917.  One  child  was  bom  of  the  second  mar¬ 
riage,  Elizabeth  Langhorne  Shewmake,  born  October  15,  1932. 
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Lela  Bouldin  Shewmake  married  Edward  McAdams  Cowardin 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  March  26,  1940.  They  now  live  at  3905 
Cary  Street  Road,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  their  children  are: 
Lela  Bouldin  Cowardin,  born  April  19,  1946,  and  Edward  M. 
Cowardin,  Jr.,  bom  March  2,  1948. 

Oscar  Lassiter  Shewmake  married  Mable  Beatrice  Whitman 
of  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  on  March  2,  1938.  They  now 
live  at  17  South  Boulevard,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Susan  Cornwall  Shewmake,  born  September  18,  1940; 
Oscar  Lewis  Shewmake,  bom  December  29,  1943;  and  William 
Henry  Shewmake,  born  October  28,  1960. 

Nancy  Salter  Shewmake  married  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Coates,  Jr., 
of  Tazewell,  Virginia,  on  January  31,  1942.  They  now  live  at 
6319  Ridgeway  Road,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  their  children  are: 
Thomas  F.  Coates,  III,  born  June  4,  1944,  and  John  Page  Coates, 
born  June  23,  1946. 

Elizabeth  Langhorne  Shewmake  married  William  Easley 
Woodroof  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  September  17,  1955.  They 
now  live  at  372  Lexington  Road,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  have 
one  child,  Elizabeth  Langhorne  Woodroof,  born  March  13,  1959. 

Edwin  Francis  Shewmake,  Jr.,  married  Cornelia  Margaret 
Switzer,  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  on  December  22,  1914.  They  now 
live  at  525  Lorimer  Road,  Davidson,  North  Carolina,  where  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Davidson  College  since  1919. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  viz:  Elizabeth  Warren 
Shewmake,  bom  May  18,  1918;  Edwin  Francis  Shewmake,  III, 
bom  December  6,  1920;  and  Charles  Tiffin  Shewmake,  born 
January  1,  1922,  and  died  June  24,  1926. 

Elizabeth  Warren  Shewmake  married  George  Kennedy  Har¬ 
rington  on  July  12,  1941.  They  now  live  at  128  West  Highland 
Drive,  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  have  three  children,  viz:  George 
Kennedy  Harrington,  Jr.,  born  October  18,  1942;  Charles  Tiffin 
Harrington,  bom  December  18,  1944;  and  William  Barksdale 
Harrington,  born  September  18,  1951. 

Edwin  Francis  Shewmake  III  married  Winifred  (“Mitzi”) 
Byrd  December  18,  1948.  They  are  now  living  at  1441  Revere 
Road,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  and  have  two  children, 
viz:  Tenley  Elizabeth  Shewmake,  born  December  30,  1956;  and 
Tiffin  Byrd  Shewmake,  bom  August  4,  1958. 
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